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General Articles. 


Notes on some Surgical Conditions of the Head 
and Neck of the Horse. 


Discussion on Capt. Bennett's paper at the Meeting of the 
Central Veterinary Society on January 6th, 1921. 


THe PrestipEnt (Maj.-Genl. Sir L. J. BiENKINsop) 
said that the intravenous injection of chloral hydrate 
as an anesthetic had been used for some considerable 
time in India, and had answered very well. He had 
never seen any serious accidents result from it when 
due precaution had been taken to avoid leakage of 
the solution into the subcutaneous tissue around the 
vein. In India an apparatus had been introduced 
by Major A. J. Wititams, R.A.V.C., for the intravenous 
injection of a solution of quinine hydrobromide in 
piroplasmosis, and the same apparatus was used for 
the intravenous injection of chloral lydrate solution. 
The dose given by the essayist was a little larger than 
what was used there, where it was generally from 1 to 
1} ounces. 

With reference to the ‘enucleation of the eye, the 
essayist recommended complete removal of the eyeball. 
For that purpose he once introduced a knife curved on 
the flat with a cutting edge, but he did not think the 
operation, as he performed it, was as good as the methods 
which had been lately described. 

With regard to the removal of the conchal cartilage, 
in the case of mules, it was sometimes necessary as a result 
of the mules having been held by their ears. It was a 
most ridiculous thing to hold mules in this way, and 
these animals are never quiet where it is permitted. 
After the removal of the cartilage, and when the wound 
has healed, it was found necessary in some cases to have 
a leather cap to fit over the external auditory meatus. 

Proressor REYNOLDs said that since the paper related 
to experiences gained in the army, and the methods 
adopted in the army, he thought some of the older Fellows 
of the Society should have criticised it from the point of 
view of their long experiences gained in civil practice. 
Naturally he would be inclined to criticise it from the 
point of view of his experiences also obtained in the army. 

With regard to the extraction of teeth, a point Mr. 
Bennett did not mention was the particular gag that he 
favoured. In his opinion the best pattern of gag for the 
extraction of teeth was the ‘ Reliance” gag, with the 
jaws hinging backwards, or one of*similar pattern. The 
ordinary old-fashioned gag which was placed across the 
jaws of a horse, with the rubber covered arms resting 


only on the edges of the rami of the jaws, was a most 
brutal thing, and never should be used in any form of 
surgery of the mouth. <A gag that rested on the incisor 
teeth must be used. The gag that was most commonly 


supplied in the army was very handy to carry about, 


as it took up very little space, and for many things it 
was quite useful; he believed it was General BuTLER’s 
pattern. It was fixed on the incisor teeth, but it was so 
constructed that it had upright bars on each side of it, 
which prevented the use of either shears or forceps in the 
majority of cases, as these instruments could not be 
opened wide enough. That was a great disadvantage. 

With regard to the anesthetic that should be used for 
dentistry in the horse, he considered chloroform was 
the only one that could be used, because the present 
wording of the new Anesthetics Act did not authorise 
the use of such drugs as chloral hydrate as general 
angesthetics. Mr. Bennett had mentioned that he had 
seen no ill-effeets from the use of chloral hydrate, but 
that it was very necessary that none of the solution 
should be allowed to get into the subcutaneous tissues. 
He did not say what method he adopted to prevent this. 
Chloral hydrate was used in India, and was also used 
in Mesopotamia when chloroform ran out of stock. The 
apparatus used was the one mentioned by the President 
as having been introduced by Colonel W1LLtAMs for giving 
quinine solution intravenously in the treatment of biliary 
fever. It consisted of a needle, like an ordinary hypo- 
dermic needle, into which was fitted a push-in joint, 
fixed in one end of a short length of rubber tube, into 
the other end of which was inserted a small enamelled 
funnel. The solution used was about the strength 
mentioned by Mr. Bennett, 1 @unce to 1} or 2 ounces, 
dissolved in a comparatively small amount of water 
6 to 8 ounces. In using the apparatus, the needle was 
put into the vein in the way Mr. Bennett had mentioned, 
the funnel was held slightly higher than where the needle 
entered the vein, and the solution was potred into it 
and allowed to gravitate into the vein. As the funnel 
became empty, a small quantity of normal saline solution 
was poured in, and when that had run out still more was 
put in, the object being to wash out any trace of chloral 
hydrate from the needle, and so prevent, if possible, any of 
the chloral hydrate solution from escaping into the tissues 
between the vein and the skin when the needle was with- 
drawn. 

Although all these precautions were taken, he could 
not agree there were no ill effects, because he had seen 
several very bad cases, and its use was avoided if chloro- 
form could be obtained. Although one might go to the 
trouble of washing out the needle to prevent any of the 
solution getting into the subcutaneous tissues, it might 
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be that wher puncturing the vein the needle was not 
quite correctly placed, and perhaps the needle might he 
partly puncturing the opposite side of the vein. What- 
ever the cause, undoubtedly cases did occur in which 
some of the solution got into the subcutaneous tissues. 

It was thought that another possible explanation of the 
ill effects observed, apart from escape of the solution 
into the subcutaneous tissue, was that, either during the 
placing of the needle into the vein or during the injection 
the opposite wall of the vein was scratched by the point 
of the needle, and that when the chloral solution came in 
contact with this wounded surface an_ inflammatory 
condition was set up. For, cases occurred in which there 
was no abscess formation, but an acute phlebitis which 
gradually extended the whole length of the neck. To 
avoid this accident, needles were made on the principle 
of the trocar and cannula. The needle was placed in 
the vein in the same way as an ordinary subcutaneous 
needle. The trocar was then withdrawn and the cannula 
retained in position. It was thought that in that way 
there would be less likelihood of injuring the internal 
coats of the vessel. , 

In connection with the removal of the eye, he did not 
approve of some of the things Mr. Bennett had said, and he 
would like Mr. Bennett to give his reasons for thinking 
it was necessary to remove all the muscles and fat from 
the orbit. In his opinion that was just what should not 
be done. When the eyelids had healed together there 
was always a great falling-in of the skin, and, in his view, 
one should leave all that was possible in the orbit in order 
to mitigate this result. He thought the removal of the 
eye was more easily done if, instead of putting in a 
retractor to keep the eyelids apart, a silk loop was inserted 
in each eyelid, and the eye transfixed with a piece of 
double silk tied into a loop. Then, while the eyelids 
were held apart and the eye lightly drawn upon, the 
conjunctiva could be divided with a scalpel, just behind 
the margin of the cornea, and by a succession of circular 
incisions the attachments of the muscles (not the muscles 
themselves) could be divided. If the operation was 
performed with scissors, the muscles were cut, and there 
was much more hemorrhage. He did not see the object 
of removing the membrana nictitans, except when it was 
desired to get the eyelids to unite, as described by Mr. 
Bennett. 

With regard to poll-evil, Mr. Bennett seemed to prefer 
to make an incision on each side of the mane, and not 
one through the middle line. If the incisions were made 
2in. on each side of the mane, one had to go through the 
muscles, and there was much more hemorrhage, and, 
further, he did not think in that way it was so easy to 
resect the ligamentum nuche. He agreed that the lower 
division of the ligamentum nuchze should be made first. 

Mr. Bennett said he did not hold with the injection of 
antiseptic solutions during subsequent treatment. He 
would like to know what he meant by antiseptic solutions ; 
did he mean the old, commonly-used antiseptic solutions, 
or did he also include hypochlorous acid ? 

Captain Rrss-Moce was sure that Captain Bennett 
must have spent many hours in writing the paper, and 
deserved very great credit for it. With reference to the 
question of the gag, he had visited a number of places to 
try and find a good gag, and far and away the best gag 
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that he had found was an American one. As was well 
known, Americans paid much more attention to the teeth 
than English people. In the American Army every 
battalion had a dentist, whereas in the British Army there 
was about one dentist to a Division. It was made by 
Haussmann and was called Haussmann’s mouth speculum. 
It was fixed on the upper and lower incisor teeth, and 
when fixed the mouth could be opened 4 or 5 inches, amd 
with the aid of a torch it was possible to see right to the 
last molar tooth. 

He had a great horror of chloral hydrate. During 
the war people used to give chloral hydrate in any case 
of colic, and he had seen most terrible results from the 
use of it. He remembered one case of a chloral hydrate 
ball being left in the mouth, and it dropped to the lower 
lip and made a bad wound, sloughing the lower lip away. 
It was a very terrible caustic. After that case he gave 
orders that no chloral hydrate was to he given except 
in solution. 

Major Perry thought the essayist had left very few 
points for discussion... He agreed with Capt. Rees-Mogg 
as to the danger of chloral hydrate given in a ball. He 
had not had experience of giving it intravenously, although 
he could recall one case in which there was very serious 
trouble extending along the side of the neck owing to 
the solution getting into the tissues. Since then he 
had not felt very anxious to try it himself. Generally 
he agreed with the essayist, but was not altogether with 
him in the operation for the removal of the eye-ball. 
He agreed with Professor Reynolds that the easier and 
better method was to save the muscles and prevent the 
sinking of the eyelids as much as possible. He was in 
accord with the author when he stated that ordinary 
antiseptic lotions were used much too freely. He himself 
liked to keep wounds dry. He thought the B.I.P.P. 
paste and cyanide gauze packing was a better treatment 
than irrigation with antiseptic lotions. He believed 
if wounds were kept dry they healed better than when 
there was a continual application of solution. 

Mr. Rowe said in the °60’s much more primitive methods 
had to be used than were used to-day, and a local anzs- 
thesia was very seldom adopted. The lecturer had not 
dealt with the breaking of teeth, and probably breaking 
teeth was not done at the present time. When he was 
a young student and an early practitioner in the °60’s 
he had a form of rasp which was made into a chisel with 
which to chip off projecting teeth. He found Grorcr 
VARNELL’s gag was one of the best instruments that could 
be used at the present time—they cost a guinea in the 
old days. With that gag the mouth could be opened 
to a great extent, and the rubber on either side prevented 
friction on the jaw. In those days a hammer and chisel 
were used to chip off pieces of the tecth. He believed 
there was only one Fellow in the room who could speak 
with him on the practice in those early days, and that 
was Mr. SAMSON. 


Reply. 

Mr. BENNETT, in replying to the discussion, said he 
had found that with a big horse 1} to 2 ounces of chloral 
hydrate was necessary to get a good anesthesia. He 
had tried with less, but the result was not goodenough to 
last any length of time. The apparatus he used was 
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exactly that which the President suggested, the one 
that was issued for giving intravenous injections of 
quinine hydrobromide, and it answered very well for 
the purpose. 

For the enucleation of the eye-ball he preferred the 
scissors to the knife, for the reason that scissors were 
less likely to wound the ocular sheath. 

He had not seen the cap that was used for fitting on 
after the ears had been amputated. He had performed 
a good many such operations, and had found no difficulty 
about keeping the bridle on as long as the scutiform 
cartilages were left. 

With regard to the gag, he quite agreed with what 
Professor REYNOLDS siid as to the gag which it was best 
to use. The “ Reliance” gag, the one with the hinge 
at the back, he liked best for extractions. General 
BurLErR’s pattern of gag he liked very much for examining 
teeth and for rasping, as he thought it gave a better 
view of the mouth than any other gag, but it had the 
great disadvantage of having upright bars at the side, 
which would not allow extraction to be performed very 
easily. 

The method of giving the chloral was described in the 
paper, but he did not use the saline solution for washing 
out the needle. There was not very much risk of getting 
the chloral into the tissues if care was taken to se that 
there was a good stream of blood flowing before the 
tube was joined up to the needle. When the vein was 
punctured a good stream of blood should come through, 
and.if the whole of the needle was occupied by the blood 
stream, one could feel pretty certain that the needle was 
well into the vein, and that it was not only puncturing 
one wall or going right through. There was a certain 
danger that some of the solution might go into the sub- 
cutaneous tissue. With regard to giving quinine hydro- 
bromide, he had given a large number of such injections 
at different times, and had found that the quinine hydro- 
bromide was much more dangerous than the chloral. 
Two or three horses dropped down dead suddenly through 
it, and that had somewhat startled him. He got over 
the difficulty by diluting it. He found that when he 
gave quinine hydrobromide in a much more dilute con- 
dition he had no deaths. ‘There was a certain number 
of cases of phlebitis afterwards, but no deaths. He 
believed the directions were to give it in four ounces of 
water, but he doubled that, and had no more sudden 
deaths. If any went into the subcutaneous tissue, there 
was phlebitis afterwards, with softening of the tissues. 

He had felt rather doubtful about bringing in the 
question of the removal of the eye, because he had read 
Professor Reynolds’ paper on the subject, but he brought 
it forward because there were one or two points of pro- 
cedure with regard to which he differed from Professor 
Reynolds. He believed scissors were preferable to the 
knife. He had never found any difficulty in getting 
the eye out with scissors, and there was no risk of cutting 
the ocular sheath. His object in removing the muscle 
and fat was to leave the ocular sheath as clean as possible, 
as he found the healing was then much quicker. It 
might be that he had obtained that impression because 
most of the cases he did were in Egypt, where the sand 
was a source of great inconvenience to wounds, and 


anything in the way of soft tissue did very badly. He 


THE VETERINARY RECORD . 17 


found very few cases did well when the eyelids were 
drawn together; they appeared to heal and then broke 
out again. In this country, where sand did not cause 
such trouble, he had generally managed to get them to 
heal fairly successfully. He was rather surprised that 
Professor Reynolds believed in transfixing the eye for 
that operation. After transfixing the eye with a needle, 
if the tissues in the eye were septic, a lot of septic material 
might flow into the orbital cavity. Scissors were an 
advantage there, as they enabled the operator to get the 
eye out easily without rupturing the eye-ball. 

On the question of poll-evil, his objection to the mesial 
incision was that it gaped so much afterwards, possbily 
through a wrong technique. He had found much less 
gaping of the wound when he used the old system of a 
double incision each side of the mane, and dissected down 
from one to the other. He did not think there was very 
much difficulty in getting the ligament nuche ut. 

When he spoke of antiseptic washes he certainly meant 
the old antiseptic washes, such as creosol and carbolic 
acid, and was not thinking of hypochlorous acid. 

With regard to the remarks of Major Rrrs-Moae, he 
agreed with him about the effects of chloral hydrate balls. 
The results from some chloral hydrate balls were absolutely 
disastrous, no doubt because they were given by people 
not used to giving balls, and when the horse bit them 
and got chloral hydrate into his mouth the result was 
absolutely appalling. At the same time he did not see 
why that should prejudice anyone so much against 
intravenous injection, if it was carried out properly. 

Major Perry seemed to have had one bad case following 
upon intravenous injection, and this had prejudiced him. 
If some system could be introduced of giving the injection 
without leakage, it would be a very valuable thing for 
many purposes, and he did not see why some means should 
not be invented of giving it without any leakage. It 
certainly increased the range of anzsthetics in a valuable 
manner. There was a point no one seemed to have 
referred to. If chloral hydrate was not used for the 
extraction of teeth, what could be used with any degree 
of success ? It gave more time than any other anesthetic. 
It was some time since he had looked at the Act, but as 
far as he remembered it merely said that a general 
angsthetic must be used. 

Professor ReyNotps asked whether chloral was a 
general anesthetic. 

Captain BENNETT said it was a nice point, but he should 
say yes. It might be said to be merely a narcotic, but 
if a sufficient dose was given, conciousness was lost. 

Professor REYNOLDS said a big enough dose of cannabis 
indica might be given, but the question was whether 
it would be passed. 

Captain BeNNeTT said it was a case of obeying the 
spirit of the law, if not the actual letter. He did not 
know who would be inclined to cause trouble about such 
a thing as that. The object of the Act was to spare 
an animal pain, and so long as that was done there was 
not likely to be any trouble. 

He felt very strongly on the question of keeping all the 
wounds as dry as possible, because he was sure it was a 
great advance on the old treatment of washing with 


earbolic acid or any similar substance, 
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With regard to Mr. Rows’s reference to breaking 
teeth, he was afraid he had burked that question in the 
paper, although he mentioned that it was necessary to 
be provided with pointed forceps for that purpose. The 
only thing he had found any good was a special pair of 
long, pointed forceps to get well down into the root. He 
had used the chisel Mr. Rowe mentioned, but it was 
rather difficult to make quite sure whether it was going 
to cut through. With the projecting piece at the back 
of the teeth on the end of the last molar shears acted 
better than the chisel, and these pieces could thus be cut 
down and rasped without knocking them about at all. 

VARNELL’S gag was a screw gag with bars protected 
by rubber, and was quite good, but the newer gags, working 
on the incisor teeth, especially the “ Reliance,”’ were very 
much better. The “ Reliance ” was much more comfort- 
able for the horse, and gave a greater range with the 
forceps or other instruments that were used. 


orth Attention. 

A rather heated controversy has obscured the facts 
relating to the importation of Canadian cattle into this 
country, and now that there is a little lull in the storm of 
protest, affirmation and contradiction, it is timely to 
deal in detail with the case. First and foremost, it should 
be pointed out that in the Act of 1896, under which our 
ports are closed to all cattle save those for slaughter at 
the ports, Canada is not mentioned. There is not, there 
has not been, and it is not proposed that there ever should 
be any discrimination against Canada. Her bill of health 
has always been a good one, and at present it is well known 
that the Dominion is quite free from disease. The Act 
of 1896, which resulted from an outbreak in this country 
of pleuro-pneumonia, prohibits all landings of live cattle 
except for slaughter at the ports. This fact about which 
there can be no justifiable doubt, no possible dispute, 
should dispose once and for all of the story sedulously 
cultivated in certain quarters that there is discrimination 
against Canada in the refusal to admit its surplus “‘ stores.” 
Under the old regime Canada’s contribution was from 
30,000 to 60,000 store beasts a year. To-day she sends 
about 150,000 head of cattle across the border for sale in 
the United States, and this tigure of 150,000 represents 
apparently the maximum output of the Canadian farms. 
Now, it is perfectly reasonable to suggest that the trade 
of the United States would not cease altogether if our ports 
were open, and, even if we suppose that two-thirds of it 
were transferred to the cross-Atlantic business, it will be 
seen that the suggestion by the advocates of the importa- 
tion of Canadian stores that they could send 200,000 
beasts annually is probably far beyond the mark. The 
total number of beasts slaughtered in England, Scotland 
and Wales every year is round about 2,300,000 ; so it will 
be seen that any possible Canadian contribution would 
affect the total supplies so little that the present high price 
ot home-killed meat would not be affected. The present 

rices of English meat are not due to the prohibition of 
imports. Canada, or any other country with a clean bill 
of health, is perfectly at liberty to send as many animals 
as she likes to this country for slaughter at the ports, and 
while, if fat cattle were sent across in sufficient numbers, 
it may be that their arrival would have some effect upon 
present meat prices, store cattle would affect those prices 
not at all. 

It is matter of common knowledge that, for a long time 
past, farmers have been selling to the butcher calves that 
in more normal times would have been allowed to grow, 
and would have provided stores for the production of 
beef on the one hand and on the other heifers for the 
renewal of the milk herd. . By dint of strenuous exhorta- 
tion and propaganda a better condition of things has been 


brought about since July last, when the Minister of 


Agriculture, in his speech at Leicester, told farmers quite 
plainly the risk that this excessive slaughter involves. 
To-day the scales are more evenly halanced between 
killing and rearing, the prices of stores and heifers have 
given the farmer a reasonable incentive to rear his calves. 
There is no doubt whatever that if the ports of this country 
were open to stores from overseas, the farmer would lose 
confidence in the prospect of making money by rearing 
his calves, and thousands that are being saved at present 
would go to the butcher. Not only would our supplies 
of home-grown beef be endangered, but-—and this is much 
more serious—--the milk supply of the years to come would 
be seriously reduced. The number of stores that Canada 
could send us would not make up for the number our 
farmeis would fail to rear, because they had no surety 
of a price for them, and the total number of stores available 
from all sources in two or three years’ time would be 
lessened instead of increased. The run of prices during 
the last few years has tended to the killing off of our young 
cattle as calves ; now that the process has been arrested, 
and the results are beginning to appear, it would be a very 
serious matter indeed to destroy the confidence in stock- 
raising that was so difficult to create. The public can 
only get its home-grown meat and its milk from the farmers. 
Why, then, endanger the proper growth and regeneration 
of this supply by a measure which, while it temporarily 
increases the number of stores by a fraction of what is 
needed, will at the same time prejudice the main source ?— 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, February 12th. 


SHEEr Diseases.—-At the Annual Meeting of the 
Suffolk Sheep Society on Thursday, February 10th, Mr. 
T. G. Keatley, the society’s veterinary surgeon, referred 
to ear-marking as a particularly important means of 
identification, suggesting that ears should first be cleansed 
with methylated spirits. On the matter of short docking. 
if this was done flies were liable to settle and set up 
poisoning. When sheep were shut up for lambing the 
fold became very foul and this was apt to set up scouring 
in lambs and straining in ewes. 

CATTLE ON THE Roaps.—At Bromsgrove County 
Court on February llth, Mr. J. W. Conchie, veterinary 
surgeon, Kidderminster, sued Mr. G. T. Bonner, farmer. 
Woodcote, Bromsgrove, for £17 7s. damage to a motor- 
car, said to have been caused by defendant’s horse moun- 
ting the bonnet of the car. Both this and a counter 
claim for damages in respect of injury to the animal were 
dismissed by Judge Ingham, the jury finding neither 
party guilty of negligence. 


CatrLeE Emparco.—Northumberland Agricultural Com- 
mittee decided, on a close division, to approve of the 
raising of the embargo on Canadian cattle, and to appoint 
two delegates to attend the Guildhall National Conference 
on the subject to be held in London on Wednesday, 
March 9th. 

THE CARACUL FOR CANADA.— Raising Caracul sheep 
for the production of Persian lamb wool is increasing 
in Alberta and British Columbia. Vrevious to the war 
attempts were made to acclimatise Caracul sheep in 
Belgium and Northern Germany with some success. 
Indications are that the foundation has been laid in the 
Dominion for a new issue in live stock industry which 
would prove a very profitable line to the Canadian far- 
mers. — Scotsman. 

In view of the establishment of the new Councils of 
Agriculture in the counties, the Federation of County 
Agricultural Committees has been dissolved. The County 
Councils’ Association had previously decided, in the event 
of the dissolution of the Federation, to set up a standing 
agricultural committee to deal with all administrative 
connected with agriculture.—7'imes, February 

5th. 
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THE USE OF DRUGS IN 
VETERINARY MEDICINE. 


Vharmacology is a subject much neglected by 
the practitioner of the veterinary art. But perhaps 
this is not surprising, seeing that this science really 
only deals with the actions of drugs upon the 
iealthy body, whereas the therapeutist uses these 
substances for their effect in diseased conditions. 
Thus he continues to employ those medicaments 
with which he is familiar, and which seem to have 
pveved of value in his hands until, owing to altered 
circumstances, he finds them no longer satisfactory. 
Professor Cushny, of the University of Ediuburgh, 
in his new book on pharmacology, gives the result 
of many years of research into the action of drugs, 
and deals many a deadly blow at some of our old 
favourites. For instance, he denies chlorodyne any 
good qualities whatever, chiefly because it is of the 
‘hit or miss ’’ description, and with this argument 
most of us will agree. Too much stress cannot be 
iail upon the importance of keeping prescriptions 
as simple as possible. The ideal prescription is that 
which contains one drug, which can then do its 
work without hindrance from others, and the actions 
of which can be estimated. By following such a 
iethod the practitioner can study the therapeutic 
uction of drugs at first hand. 

A perusal of modern books upon materia medica 
suggests that the number of medicines used now 
is not so great as it once was. The tests to which 
these substances are now subjected are so severe 
that not many have survived, and this is all for the 
good of the patients, whether human or otherwise. 
lt is interesting to notice how products obtained 
from the animal kingdom, e.g., the extracts of 
various glands and vaccines, are coming into vogue 
in medicine, and to compare these with the animal 
substances employed long ago, such as castor, 
musk, and ambergris. And who would care to 
estimate the number of mineral and vegetable drugs 
that have figured in the pharmacopeeias of the 
world? 

Here occurs an opportunity for a suggestion 
which would simplify and improve the student's 
knowledge of medicinal substances. The subject of 
‘‘materia medica’ is rather an indefinite one, and 
there seems to be no limit to the number of articles 
with which the examinee is expected to be 
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acquainted. So many of these are now known to 
be useless that it seems unreasonable to consider a 
knowledge of their supposed actions to be essential. 
An official list of drugs valuable in veterinary 
practice should be compiled, and revised from time 
to time. This list would be to the veterinary 
surgeon what the British Pharmacopeia is to the 
doctor, but, of course. it need not be on such 
ambitious lines. A simple list of drugs, with their 
preparations and doses, would suffice. And_ it 
weuld be most necessary to exclude proprietary 
articles of all kinds, the use of which is an admission 
of ignorance. 


Abstracts and Reviews. 


Experimental Rickets. 


The fact that rickets is infective is suggested by the 
frequency with which it follows various specific diseases 
in children. 

In the research considered in this article, Kocn (Jos.) 
instituted cultural investigations in connection with the 
bones and joints of children who had died with rachitic 
symptoms as a sequel to various diseases, and in most 
cases demonstrated an organism. The organism in the 
majority of cases was a streptococcus, and he considered 
it responsible for the lesion in which it had been found. 

Sections, examined microscopically, confirmed 
cultural findings. 

It was now decided to carry out experiments on growing 
puppies which are frequently affected with rickets. 
Various organisms were to be tried with a view to deter- 
mining the most frequent cause, the course of the disease. 
the predilection seats of the organisms, the histological 
and general alterations, ete. 

ixperiments showed that the organism which would 
produce the desired symptoms with the greatest constancy 
was a streptococcus--the variety often designated S. 
longus. Throughout the experinents inoculations were 
performed intravenously, as it had been found that 
pyemia was not to be feared. 

Acute symptoms usually followed within two or three 
days of inoculation, the first observable sign being fluctuat- 
ing variable swelling of one or more joints accompanied 
by great pain and severe lameness; often the puppies 
could not stand or even move. 

Systematically the effects varied with the individual. 
Sometimes there was a mild enteritis, which, however, 
rapidly subsided, but more constantly the symptoms were 
loss of appetite, rigors and mild fever, followed either by 
recovery, death or continuance of the disease in the chronic 
form. 

Post-mortem examination of. the puppies which had 
died or were destroyed at the height of the acute stage 
showed the inoculated organisms to have settled mainly 
in the vicinity of the joints. Sometimes they were found 
in the bone marrow, rarely in the joint cavity, but in 
nearly all cases they were in largest numbers in the layer 


= = 
| 


180 : THE VETERINARY RECORD 


February 26, 1921 


of ossifying cartilage. This is obviously their predilection 
seat. 

The chronic form of the disease presented the recognised 
“rickety ’’ symptoms. At first there was a phase of 
apparent recovery from the acute condition, and in those 
dogs which eventually showed chronic symptoms a few 
weeks elapsed before their appearance. 

At first the puppies appeared to be merely lazy and 
sleepy, but later it became evident that they were losing 
condition. Eventually, symptoms of muscular wasting, 
deformity and swelling of bones appeared —in fact, the 
typical clinical symptoms of rickets. 

The tendency in al) these chronic cases was towards 
recovery, although, of course, some of the puppies suc- 
cumbed ;_ still others were destroyed for further investi- 
gation. 

Post-mortem examination of puppies which died vor 
were destroyed at the lowest stage of the disease showed 
the usual lesions softened and enlarged bones, deformity 
of the bones of the head and limbs, enlarged epiphyses 
and hyperemic bone marrow. The histological changes 
are described and discussed by the author at great length ; 
many micro-photographs are also embodied, illustrating 
the changes. The greatest changes were found in the 
bone marrow, and more particularly in the layer of 
ossifying cartilage. Generally speaking, the marrow 
showed areas of degeneration or even necrosis, and the 
ossifying layer showed a scattered and irregular arrange- 
ment of cells instead of the compact and orderly arrange- 
ment observed normally. The osteoblasts and, con- 
sequently, the trabecule of the cancellous bone tissue 
were greatly reduced. 

Examination of animals destroyed while on the road to 
recovery showed that the systemic and_ histological 
abnormalities were undergoing a process of regeneration. 

To eliminate any discussion as to the influence of diet, 
all the dogs used in these experiments were fed on exactly 
the same food —bread and milk, horseflesh, potatoes, and 
soaked dog biscuits, together with a small ration of common 
salt. 

Altogether about eighty puppies were experimented on, 
together with thirty controls, which were not inoculated. 
In almost every case the inoculated ones contracted the 
disease, while three ef the thirty controls developed a 
sub-acute form. 

The author’s final conclusion is that the actual catise of 
rickets is a micro-organism — usually a streptococcus. The 
theories ascribing the incidence of the disease to over- 
crowding, lack of exercise, bad air, ete., he disposes of as 
being based on misapprehensions. The true explanation, 
he says, is that where these conditions are prevalent 
micro-organisms are more numerous, and the liability to 
infection is therefore greater. 

[Jos. — Archiv. f. wissensch. u. prakt. Tierheilk. 
1919, Dee. Vol. XLV., Nos. 5 and 6, pp. 263-326.] 

8. C. J. B. 


Thre Hanoiing DANGER IN ANTHRAX.— Another recent 
case of anthrax in the Calder Vailey is reported by the 
local police, while the Hebden Bridge police cremated a 
cow which had died from this disease. Previous to a 
Sowerby police cremation a man who handled the carcase 
has developed anthrax in the arm, but his condition is 
uot yet considered serious. 


Clinical and Case Reports. 


Scrotal Hernia and Cystic Testicle in a Colt. 
By R. Hupson, F.R.C.V.8., Retford, Notts. 


Cave communicated to the North Midland V.M. A, 
on November 23rd, 1920. 

Mr. Hudson (the President) exhibited a large cystic 
testicle which he had removed from a three-year-old 
shire colt. 

When he first saw the colt it was suffering from 
scrotal hernia, which he decided to operate upon, after 
first preparing the condition of the animal for the 
operation. The rupture then disappeared and only 
baggy skin was seen. 

It was then decided to cast and chieroform the colt 
and operate for scrotal hernia and retained testicle. 
After the separation of the tissues of the cord and 
entering the abdominal cavity, he found the vas 
deferens, and pulled on it with the intention of bringing 
forward the retained testicle, but the testicle could 
not be brought out by these means. 

He then made a further examination, and found 
that the retained testicle was large and cystic. The 
cyst was therefore punctured, and about a quart ol 
liquid was obtained, which was forced out externally 
by pressure. Traction on the membrane and vas 
deferens still failed to get the testicle. 

On making another examination of the parts per 
rectum, he found that the testicle had another cyst ; 
but this was hard, and could not be tapped. He was 
therefore forced to enlarge the opening into the 
abdominal cavity, and get out the enlarged testicle 
by traction. The whole mass weighed cight pounds, 
and was nine inches in diameter. 

After excision of the vas deferens, the tunica vaginalis 
was lifted up, and clams applied as high us possible, 
and left on. The skin was then sutured tight up 
to the clams so as to support them. The sutures 
were removed two days later, and the wound cleansed 
by syringing, the skin again being resutured. Two 
days later the sutures were removed, and the discharge 
allowed to escape. Ten days afterwards the clams 
were removed, and the colt made a_ satisfactory 
recovery. 

Mr. Hudson stated that out of the last five rigs 
that he had operated upon four had cystic testicles. 


A peculiar Lingual Abscess in a Horse. 
By T. H. Jones, M.R.C.V.S., Lampeter. 


Subject.--Shire mare, 15 years old, in fair condition. 

Symptoms. ‘Tongue protruding five inches beyond 
the incisors, tremendously swollen and hard; no 
pain evinced on pressure. Mouth could not be 
closed. | Animal was anxious for food, but deglutition 
was impossible. 

Diagnosis. Probably some foreign body lodged 
at the base of the tongue, although none could be 
discovered. 
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Treatment. Tried to pass the stomach tube through 


both the usual channels, but failed. Applied iodine 
ointment, and injected tinct. iodi at 5 or 6 points. 
Bandaged the tongue. Applied stimulating liniment 
to intermaxillary space. 

On the second day condition was very much the 
same, but I was able to pass the stomach tube through 
the nostril. Gave the mare some eggs and milk, 
linseed tea, gruel, etc. ‘Tinct. iodi was not injected 
after the first day. 

On the third day there was no improvement. 

On the fourth day there was still no improvement. 
Kach day a careful examination was made for a 
foreign body, but in vain. 

On the fifth day a soft swelling appeared in the 
intermaxillary space at about the position of the root 
of the tongue. The swelling was lanced, and a pint 
and a half of pus escaped. A probe could be inserted 
for a distance of five inches. The cavity was well 
curetted and cleansed. 

On the sixth day there was great improvement, 
the swelling had subsided a little, and deglutition 
was possible. 

The mare improved daily up to the tenth day, 
when she was able to eat hay. ; 

I did not see the patient again until my client 
informed me on the seventeenth day that she had 
died. She was noticed to be not so bright about 
noon of the sixteenth day, but took what food was 
given her (boiled barley, linseed, bran, and hay once 
daily). A post-mortem examination was made, and 
it was found that she had died from a septicaemia. 
I dissected out the tongue and found buried in its 
substance, half an inch from its upper surface, in 
the median raphe, and three inches from its root, a 
large abscess cavity “ that would hold a duck’s egg.” 
No foreign body could be traced anywhere. 

I should be pleased to hear from any of your readers 
if they have seen a similar case, and what they think 
was the cause of the abscess formation. 


Association Reports. : 


South Eastern Veterinary Association. 


The annual meeting was held on Thursday, January 13th, 
at the Royal Mount Ephraim Hotel, Tunbridge Wells. 


The President, T. J. Hogben, Esq., occupied the chair,” 


and there were also present Messrs. E. L. Dixson, P. 
Gregory, J. B. Buxton (F.), J. Warren (F.), C. Roberts, 
H. C. Rockett, J. B. Wier, G. W. Dunkin, O. Stinson, E. 
Ebbetts, F. Marks, O. V. Gunning, W. W. Gulleford, and 
the Hon. Secretary. 

The following guests and ladies were present at tho 
dinner: Honble. Josephine Walker, Mrs. Routley Bailey, 
Mrs. Ebbetts, Mrs. Gregory, Mrs. H. P. Hogben, Miss 
A. J. Hoghen, Miss F. Hogben, Miss C. V. Kirtlan, Mrs. 
Rockett, Mrs. Wallis, Mrs. Warren and Mr. W. ¥. Trangmar 
and Mr. T. H. Gledall. 

Letters of regret at inability to attend were receiyed 
from Profs. E. B. Reynolds and G. H. Wooldridge (F.), J. 
Crowhurst (F.), T. Hibbard, E. Morgan, J. Washford, 
T. S. Price, J. Bell (F.), T. W. Cave (F.), A. G. Wilson, 
P. J. Austin (F.), C. Crowhurst, F. Crowhurst, IE. W. 
Sewell, W. Coveney and T. Crowther. 
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The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed 

Correspondence.—The letter and resolution of the Mid- 
West and South Wales Veterinary Association, with regard 
to the reconstitution of the Examining Board, was brought 
forward, but no action was taken, as the proposals of the 
committee appointed by the R.C.V.S. were not known. 

The resolution of the combined meeting of the Royal 
Counties, Southern Counties and South-Kastern Veter- 
inary Associations re meat inspection was unanimously 
passed. 

The North of Lreland Veterinary Association’s resolution 
re remission of motor taxation to veterinary surgeons was 
supported, with the further proposition that the concession 
should be made retrospective. 

Sanitary Congress at Folkestone, June 20th to 25th, 
1921.—The Hon. Secretary was appointed delegate of the 
Association. A sum of £5 5s. was voted towards secre- 
tary’s expenses as last year’s delegate. 

Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, and Milk. 
and Dairies Amendment Bill, 1920. The following 
resolution was brought forward by the Secretary, and 
carried unanimously : 

* That in reference to the Miik and Dairies Amendment 
Bill, 1920, in the opinion of this Association, in all inspec- 
tions and clinical examinations regarding diseases of 
animals listed in the Second Schedule of Act of 1915, the 
Ministry of Agriculture should have full administrative 
control, such as has been conferred in respect of other 
diseases of animals, as being the most competent authority 
to act in such matters.” 

“ That the position of the veterinary inspector should not 
be merely advisory, but that he should have sufficient 
authority to see that his advice is carried out, and that it 
is properly interpreted and carried out in a way which 
would be effective.” 

It was proposed that this resolution should go before 
the next combined meeting of the Associations. 


Election of Officers. 
President. Mr. F. Hogben was re-elected president of 
the Association. 
Vice- Presidents. L. Dixson, P. Gregory, C. Crowhurst, 

(. Roberts, KE. Ebbetts, and G. W. Dunkin. 
Council._E. Ebbetts, T. Hibbard, J. B. Dier, G. W. 

Dunkin, C. Crowhurst, F. C. Gillard, E. Morgan, and 

C. Roberts. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer..-H. P. Hogben. 
Hon. Auditors.—¥. C. Gillard and G. W. Dunkin. 

New Members.-.Messrs. O. V. Gunning and F. F. 
Horton were duly eleeted. 

Resignations. The following resignations were received 
with regret :-Messrs: E. W. Morris and H. B. Eve from 
ill-health and removal. 

Finance ~-Statement of accownts showed that the year 
opened with a balance of £12 18s. ld. The expenses totalled 
t27 2s. Od., and subscriptions received amounted to 
£25 4s. Od., leaving a balance in hand of £11 0s. Id. 

National Veterinary Association.—Affiliation was con- 
firmed, and Mr. E. L. Dixson, Mr. F. C. Gillard and the 
Secretary were re-clected representatives. "Phe secretary 
was also appointed Divisional Publication Representative, 
and it wes requested that all members should forward 
suitable interesting material for publication in the 
Veterinary Record. 

All members present who were not members of the 
N.V.A. immediately subscribed their names for member- 
ship of the N.V.A., and it is trusted this feeling represents 
the view of the rest of the members of the Association. 

Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. ‘the annual 
subscription of £2 2s. was voted, and Mr. J. B. Buxton was 
re-appointed representative of the Association. 

The revision of rules of the Association was next pro- 
ceeded with, and occupied the rest of the time of the meet - 
ing. 

In view of the balance in hand, it was decided to defer 
the question of increase of subscription till the next annual 
meeting. 


Hopkin, F., Manchester 


The next meeting of the Association will be a combined 
meeting, taking place during the session of the Sanitary 
Institute at Folkestone. 


Annual Dinner. 


Nearly all present at the meeting stayed to the dinner, 
which was also enlivened by the presence of several ladies 
and guests. The usual toasts were honoured, and an 
excellent entertainment followed, in’ which selections 
were given by Mrs. Rockett, L.R.A.M., A.L.A.M., 
Mr. 'T. H. Stedall, Miss C. V. Kirtlan, and other friends 
and members of the Association. 

A few members were obliged to leave early, but a pleasant 
evening was enjoyed to the full by those who were able 
to stay to the end. 

Hucu P. Hoasen, Hon. Nec. 


Notes and News. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

‘The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following subscriptions to the R.C.V.S. for the present 
year. 

These subscriptions and all similar subscriptions received 
since January !st, will be credited as the annual fee 
payable under the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1920, and 
due on April Ist. A free copy of the Register is sent to 
subscribing members. 

It is not proposed to continue the publication of these 
lists after April Ist, when the payment of the annual fee 
becomes due. 


«. 
Adamson, D., Bolton 
Adamson, J., Bolton 
Bambridge, W. J., Harlow 
Bell, J., London, 8.E.6 
Brooke, W. Birmingham 
Buchanan, D., Edinburgh 
Burrell, H., Croydon sas 
Byerley, M. G., London, S8.K. 10 
Chambers, I’., Wolv erhampton 
Dotchin, W., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Driver, H. C., London. N.W. 13 
Dunkin, G. W., Canterbury... 
Edwards, R., London, S.W.1 
Elder, W. A., Mbabane, S. Africa 
Finch, R., Preston ane 
Gillmor, D. A., Capt. R.A.V.C. 
Green, W. G., Leeds 
Gregory, P., ‘Tonbridge 
Gunning, O. V., Nonington 
Hepburn, W., Aberdeen 
Holland, H. M., Keighley 


Horner, A. L., Capt... M-C., 
Humphrey, C. J., London, 8.6.6 
Hutchinson, J. E., Eccleshall 
Isherwood, J. I’., Blyth 

Jackson, W. M., Hamilton 
Jones, H. D., London, 8.1.15 

Jones, T.. Liverpool 
leese, A. S., Stamford ... 

Leggett, H., Middlesborough 

Lindsay, F., Crossgar, Co. Down 
Lornie, W. 8., Aberdeen 
Loughran, J., Augnacloy, Co. Tyrone 
MecCarmick, A., Leeds 
Manuel, P., Crewe ie 

Marshall, C. W., Farnham 

Mitchell, L., London, S.W. 

Moore, R., Treorchy 

Nelder, R. B., Exeter 

Nelder, W. E., Exeter ... 
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1 
l 
Pack, C., Lymington l 
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Hopkin, T., Manchester ons 
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sd. 
Payne, A. E., Weybridge 1 1 0 
Perrin, C. Ww. Folkestone 1 O 
Reid, M H., Nyeri, B.E. Africa 
Rider, J. W.. Beamish . 
Roberts, H. kx. ., Bexley ‘Heath 1 
Rockett, H. C., Tunbridge Wells 1 1 0 
Simpson, G. R., Gt. Driffield . 1 1 0 
Scott, Wm., Bridgwater 1 
Sommerville, T. G., Liverpool 1 to 
Spicer, A., New Oxted 
Stothert, w., Bournemouth 
Tainsh, J., Grimsby 
Tutt, J. KF. D., Winchester : 2 © 
Vincent, P., Romford... @ 
Wheeler, R. C., Nairobi, Africa... 
Young, A., Dumfries 
Previously acknowledged 590 8 0 


£653 8 O 


Royai College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
Fellowship Examination. 


An Examination for the Fellowship Diploma was held 
at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. | 
on Saturday, February 19th. Three candidates entered 
and the following were successful :— 

F. H. Stainton. 

(Thesis : Urinary Caleuli of the Dog and Bitch.) 
Examiners :—Prof. J. McQueen, Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 
R. P. Holmes. 
(Thesis :~—-Glanders. ) 
Examiners :—Mr. H. J. Dawes, Prof. J. Penberthy. 
G. A. Bannam, Chairman. 
Frep. Secretary. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS IN GENERAL EpDUCATION.* 


{EVISED List OF EXAMINATIONS RECOGNISED AS QUALIFY- 
ING A CANDIDATE IN Respect or GENERAL EDUCATION. 


Submitted by the Bye-laws Committees with the 
recommendation that the new Schedule should come into 
force in August, 1922. 


|.—UNIVERSITY F!XAMINATIONS. 


(a) The Final Examinations for the Degrees m Arts, 
Science or Medicine of any University in the United King- 
dom or of the British Dominions. 

(6) The Matriculation Examinations in thie Faculties 
of Arts, Science or Medicine of, and all examinations 
accepted in lieu thereof by, any University in the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

These cxaminations are recognised provided the pass 
certificate includes English, Mathematics, and at least two 
other subjects named in the following list, one of which 
must be a language :—-Latin, Greek, French, German, or 
any other approved Modern Language, History, Geography. 
Logie, Science, Natural Philosophy, or Physics, Chemistry. 
Biology, Physical Geography, and Geology. 

(c) The following examinations recognised by the 
Board of Education :—- 


As First Lwaminations. 


(1) ‘The School Certificate Examination of the Oxford 
and Cambridge Schools Examination Board. 

(2) The Senior Local Examination of the Oxford 
Delegacy for Local Examinations. 

(3) The Senior Local Examination of the Cambridge 
Local Examinations and Lectures Syndicate. 

(4) The School Certificate Examination of the Univer- 
sity of Bristol. 


* See the Record, Sind, 
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(5) The First School Certificate Examination of the 
University of Durham. 

(6) The General School Examination of the University 
of London. 

(7) The School Certificate Examination of the Northern 
Universities Joint Matriculation Board. 

As Second Examinations. 
(8) The Higher Certificate Examinations of the Oxtord 
and Cambridge Examination Board. 
(9) The Higher School Certificate Examination of the 
Oxford Delegacy for Local Examinations. 
(10) The Higher School Certificate Examination of the 
Cambridge Local Examinations and Lectures Syndicate. 
(11) The Higher School Certificate Examination of the 
University of Bristol. 
(12) The Higher Certificate Examination of 
University of Durham. 
(13) ‘The Higher,School Certificate Examination of the 
University of London. 
(14) The Higher Certificate Examination of 
Northern Universities Joint Matriculation Board. 
Certificates on Form A granted on the results of the above 
Examinations are recognised without condition as to 
subjects. Certificates on Form B are recognised provided 
the required subjects (English, Mathematics and two 
languages, see below) are include‘. 
BY RiscocNisep Bopies. 
(¢) The following examinations, provided that at not 
more than two examinations the candidate has passed in 
the required subjects (English, Mathematics, and two 
languages, see below) :-- 
University of Oxford Higher Local Examinations. 
University of Cambridge Higher Local Examinations. 
University of St. Andrews Diploma of LL.A. 
Scottish Education Department :—- 
Leaving Certificate Examination : 
Grade. 

Leaving Certificate Examinations : 
Grade or Honours. 

Intermediate Certificate (pass standard to be reached in 
English, Mathematics, and two approved languages). 

Intermediate Education Board of Treland : 

Middle Grade Examination (with honours in three 

subjects). 

Senior Grade Examination. 

Central Welsh Board. 

Senior Certificate Examination. 

War Office 

Special Army Certificate. 

College of Preceptors : 

Examinations for Senior Certiticate. 

Preliminary Examination for Medical Studeuts. 
Educational Institute of Scotland : 

Preliminary Medical Examination. 

Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons in Ireland : 
Preliminary Examination. 

The Council reserves to itself the right— 

(a) To accept certificates not included in the above 
list ; 

(6) To accept two complimentary certificates granted 
by different examining bodies. 

RxQuiRED Sussects EXAMINATION (¢). 

English. 

Mathematics (arithmetic, algebra, and geometry). 

Two Languages :- Latin, Greek, French, German, or any 
other approved Modern Language (Grainmar ; Transla- 
tion into English from unprescribed books ; Translation 
from English). 

N.B.—-In the case of natives of India or other oriental 
countries whose vernacular is other than English, an 
examination in a classical oriental language (e.7., Sanskrit, 
Arabic, Persian, Chinese) may be aceepted instead of an 
examination in Latin or Greek. 

Note.— There have been omitted from the above list all 
Junior Examinations as well as the Lower Standard Pre- 
liminary Examination in general education of the Educa- 
tional Institute of Scotland. 
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Royal Veterinary College, London. 
PROPOsED StupENts’ UNton. 

As the outcome of suggestions which have been ad- 
vanced by both Professors and Students of the Royal 
Veterinary College, a Provisional Council has been elected 
by the students with the object of forming a Union. 

A section of the Veterinary Press has for some time past 
indulged in criticism, always of a destructive order, of 
this college and all connected with it, but such a spirit 
is far removed from that of the promoters of the present 
scheme, who strongly resent it. At a meeting of the 
Provisional Council, held on the 21st inst., the following 
resolution was passed unanimously : That this meeting 
of the Provisional Council of the Royal Veterinary College 
Students’ Union protests against the tone and matter 
of the I:ditorial in the Veterinary News of February 
19th, wherein reference to the proposed Union was made 
in terms likely, in its opinion, to prejudice the attainment 
of that harmonious co-operation with the College Authori- 
ties which the Council desires.” 

The students hold that by the establishment of such a 
Union can best be fostered that esprit-de-corps which 
is so characteristic of all other professions. The National 
and Branch Veterinary Associations are working manfully 
to achieve this amongst qualified practitioners, and the 
inculcation of such a spirit in the student would-be of 
manifest assistance to them. 

To achieve some measure of unity with other professions, 
it is proposed to co-operate with similar bodies within 
the University of London. 

Every effort will be made to promote the social welfare 
of the students, by the provision of organised recreation, 
apart from the athletic clubs already established, concerts, 
dances, iectures and debates on general subjects being 
included within its scope. The subject of students’ 
accommodation will receive special attention. 
GATFIELD, Hon. Sec. 


The Glasgow Veterinary College incorporated. 

A meeting of the Governors of the Glasgow Veterinary 
College was held within the Chambers of Messrs. Russell 
and Duncan, 195 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, on Friday, 
{Ith February, at 3 pan. In the unavoidable absence of 
Sir Hugh Shaw Stewart, Bart., C.B., Professor Glaister 
acted as chairman. 

The Chairman made reterence to the death of Mr. Hugh 
Duncan, LL.B., the secretary and treasurer of the College, 
and it was unanimou ly agreed to record in the minutes the 
Covernors’ sense of the loss which the Cotlege has sustained. 

It was intimated that the West of Scotland Agricultural 
College had appointed Mr, T. C. Solomon, of Struther, 
Dunlop, and Principal W. G. BR. Paterson as their represen - 
tatives on the Board of Governors for the current year. 

The following office-bearers were appointed : 
Chairman of Covernors.— Sir Hugh Shaw Stewart, Bart,. 

C.B. 

Vice-Chairman. — Professor Glaister, M.D., (Camb.), 

Convener of College and Kxecutive Committees. 

Glaister. 

Convener of Finance Committee. Mr. Alexander Park. 

In view of the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. 
Duncan, the Governors appointed as secretary and 
treasurer Mr. James Austin, M.A... LL.B. (of 
Russell and Duncan). 

It was agreed to appoint Mr. R. M. Malloch, M-R.C.V.S., 
Professor of Anatomy. Mr. Malloch has been filling the 
position temporarily for some time past. 

A report was submitted on Principal Gaiger’s investiga- 
tions into braxy and other sheep diseases to date. By 
the use of special media and the most exact methods he 
has been enabled to isolate in artificial culture from live 
braxy cases a bacillus which he believes he is justified in 
declaring to be the cause of braxy, and the next step will 
be to devise a preventative. Given proper facilities and 
financial support, he is very hopeful that this can be 
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successtully done. — It was agreed to approach the Animal 
Diseases Research Association with a view to obtaining 
assistance in the development of the research work which 
is at present being carried on at the College. 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 
I. -The Economic Side of the Existing Policy. 

It is impossible that a policy of the kind pursued by 
the Ministry of Agriculture in regard to foot-and-mouth 
disease can escape criticism, but those responsible will not 
knowingly provoke or ignore it. Although the incon- 
venience caused by the present well-considered action is 
small, and the area of that inconvenience strictly limited, 
most people have short memories, and indeed a long 
memory is needed to carry baek to those years when it was 
customary in this country to treat foot-and-mouth disease 
by isolation and remedial measures. What farmers 
should ask themselves in connection with the slaughter 
policy is whether there is in a system of isolation and cure 
any real economy that would compensate for the grave 
danger of making foot-and-mouth disease endemic in 
Great Britain. In regard to this question there are 
certain reliable data upon which an opinion may be 
founded, for it is reported that in two years (1919 and 
1920) the cost to Holland of isolation and cure amounted 
to £5,000,000, Last vear our ninety-four outbreaks led 
to the slaughter of about 11,000 animals-—cattle, sheep, 
pigs and goats——out of a total in this country of nearly 
7,000,000 cattle, nearly 20,000,000 sheep, and upwards of 
2,000,000 pigs. The compensation paid at the expense 
of the State worked out at about cightpence in every £100 
on the value of the animals in this country, a sum that in 
the circumstances may very rightly be regarded as 
insurance at a very low premium indeed. Apart from 
this we find that even where cure is attempted and there 
is prompt recovery, there is a very considerable loss to the 
farmer, and one that could not possibly carry State 
compensation, At present this loss is estimated on high 
authority at a sum varying from £6 to £10 per cow and £2 
per bullock in a mild outbreak, while it is common 
knowledge among farmers that ewes and cows generally 
lose a full breeding year. Moreover, it is well to remember 
that a policy of isolation and cure, though it might answer 
as far as saving the life of affected animals, would not 
necessarily pay on that aecount. Quite apart from the 
loss that farmers would sustain on their breeding stock, 
a costly and elaborate system of isolation, inspection, 
and, perhaps, inter-county boundaries would need to be 
set up. ‘The regulations for the control of roads and the 
traffic of animals would be doubled and trebled, and farmers 
would find constantly that, through no fault of their own, 
the markets to which they proposed to send their livestock 
were closed, and that access to distant markets was pro- 
hibited on account of the dangers of transport. It must 
be remembered, too, that while curative measures may be 
effective in the case of a very mild outbreak, the mortality 
has been known to rise as high as 30 per cent. in Italy 
and 50 per cent. in the Argentine, so that it is at least 
possible for the whole structure of elaborate precautions 
buttressed by high public expenditure to prove nugatory. 
It might also be pointed out that the restrictions on move- 
ment that accompany a policy of slaughter are very mild 
in comparison with those that would become necessary 
in connection with a policy of isolation and attempted 
cure, 

There are several questions that arise out of the policy 
pursued by the Ministry of Agriculture in dealing with 
foot-and-mouth disease, but at the present moment the 
economic aspect is the one that concerns the country most 
nearly, and for this reason it has been considered first. 

Speaking broadly, it may be said that from the economic 
standpoint the slaughter policy is of the greatest possible 
advantage to the farmer, the stoekbreeder and the general 
public. It gives the farmer a sense of security, because 
he knows that he has only to follow out the regulations 
of the Ministry in order to avoid grave financial loss. He 
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knows also that he will suffer the very minimum of 
inconvenience, and that omce affected cattle have been 
killed and the carecases incinerated, he may hope in a 
little while to resume complete freedom of action. The 
breeder of stock knows that the slaughter policy keeps one 
of the most dangerous of animal diseases from assuming 
in these islands the mastery it has obtained on the 
continent. In these circumstances it is worth his while 
to proceed with the work that gives the world the tinest 
livestock in it. Anything but a policy of slaughter would 
mean, in a very little while, the ond of the trade in the 
export of pedigree cattle. Finally, the consumer has a 
certain measure of security, because the slaughter policy 
saves the wastage among tens of thousands of animals 
which might be affected if foot-and-mouth disease were 
allowed to remain in these islands for treatment, while 
at the same time the milk supply is safeguarded. — It is or 
should be common knowledge that a cow affected with 
foot-and-mouth disease goes out of milk for an indelinite 
period, even if it has ecalved immediately before the 
outbreak._Ministry of Agriculture and Fisherica, 
February 12th. 


Foot-and-mouth disease is said to be due to what is 
known as an invisible virus ; rinderpest is due to a similar 
agency, so is swine fever, and in each of these there is in 
use a serum which will give immediate but temporary 
immunity. The Ministry of Agriculture are manufacturing 
large quantities of swine fever serum, and it has been stated 
that a serum was ready when rinderpest appeared in 
Belgium. Intelligent stock owners are impatiently 
waiting for veterinary science to find a similar serum for 
animals which have been in contact with foot-and-mouth 
disease, so that only diseased animals would have to be 
slaughtered. At the least such a serum might be of some 
use upon adjacent but non-infected farms, and so prevent 
the spread of the disease. It is fully recognised that a 
change in the present policy would only be justified aiter 
the most severe examination of new  methods,-- 
‘* Practitioner,” in Agricultural Gazette, February 11th. 


Another outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease occurred in 
Holderness on February 5th, when the disease was reported 
on the farm of Mr. Brabiner, at Hollym, where there are 
thirty-three head of cattle and thirty pigs. Some of the 
cattle are affected. This is the fourth outbreak in the 
Withernsea district, and the second at Hollym. At 
Hollym there are a large number of farms close together, 
and Mr. Brabiner’s establishment is practically next door 
to that of Mr. Burnham, where the first outbreak occurred 
some time ago. The representatives of the Ministry of 
Agriculture have taken every precaution against the spread 
of the disease, but the fact of the farms being in close 
proximity to one another makes the work very difficult. 
A Ministry of Agriculture official informed a press repre- 
sentative that it was quite possible that the infection had 
spread as a result of the movement of rats or cats. 


At a meeting of the East Riding County Council, Alder- 
man T. D. Reed, speaking on the minutes of the Agricul- 
tural Committee, made allusion to the outbreak of foot-and- 
mouth disease in Holderness, and said the Ministry of 
Agriculture had the previous day modified the restrictions 
placed on the district a few weeks ago. A zone of five 
miles from the infected area was still totally prohibited, 
but the outer sone of fifteen miles was now open. ‘This, 
he said, included the city of Hull, and in all probability 
the Hull market would be open again next week.— The 
Yorkshire Herald, February 5th. 


All foot-and-mouth disease restrictions in Herefordshire 
were removed on February |4th, except in the parishes of 
Pixley, Putley, Arglton, and part of Munsley, in none of 
which areas are there any pedigree Hereford cattle. 
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The Ministry of Agriculture have revoked the foot-and- 
mouth disease Order in Shropshire, which county is now 
reported to be free from disease. Baschurch and Middle 
were the last two parishes to be declared free. The original 
Order was enforced seven weeks ago. 


Banbury Market was reopened for the sale of cattle and 
sheep on February 10th, having been closed for several 
weeks on account of foot-and-mouth disease at Edgcote 
Park. There were big consignments, and fat cattle 
made excellent prices, bullocks averaging £58 and cows 
£55. Store calves made £7 and fat sheep made up to 
£8 on a dragging trade.— Times, February 11th. 


The outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease at Martlesham 
involved the destruction of a tine flock of pedigree sheep, 
belonging to the Right Hon, E. G. Pretvman, M.P.-— Last 
Anglian Daily Times, February 11th. 


At a special meeting of the Perthshire Local Authority 
held at Perth on February llth, to consider further action 
in relation to foot and mouth disease, it was agreed that 
the restrictions should be kept on for a further week. 
The proposed appointment of a Scottish Advisory Com- 
mittee was favourably considered, and the Authority 
approved of the representation under which Perthshire 
and Forfarshire are bracketed with a personnel of three 
for the two counties. 


Forfarshire Activities. 


At a Forfarshire Local Authority meeting on Friday 
it was decided to adopt the Advisory Committee's recom- 
mendation that no cattle, sheep, goats, or pigs be allowed 
into the area on and after the 19th inst. from any Local 
Authority that had not adopted similar regulations, and 
that no cattle be allowed in from the four northern coun- 
ties of KEngland—-Northumberland, Cumberland, West- 
moreland, and Durham —that had not®on or before Lith 
February adopted similar regulations. 

With regard to the recommendations regarding repre- 
sentation on the Advisory Committee from Local Authori- 
ties, it was decided that Forfarshire should claim a 
representative apart from Perthshire. 

It was agreed to ask the Ministry of Agriculture to get 
cattle from Ireland as soon as they were satisfied that 
there was no risk of foot-and-mouth disease in Ireland. 


Durham Conference. 


At this meeting on February I4th it was stated that 
since the primary institution of a system of veterinary 
inspection with unsatisfactory results, the hands of the 
county had been more or less foreed. Scotland had 
decided not to admit English cattle unless the county 
from which they came had the same regulations in force. 
Cumberland, Westmoreland and Northumberland had 
all fallen into line, and the Durham County Committee 
had also decided to impose the restrictions and to pro- 
hibit the importation of cattle from the counties, south 
of Durham. 

The Durham breeders of pedigree live stock were in 
a difficult position, Penrith being the only mart open to 
them in view of the disease. By adopting the restrictions 
it was felt there could be free movement in the four nor- 
thern counties and Scotland. In the southern part of 
the county, the restrictions might inflict a hardship, 
but there was a sufficient supply of beef and mutton 
without importations trom the south to prevent any 
scarcity of supplies. 


Cattle Sensation. 


Divergence of opinion as to the construction to be put 
vn the local Foot and Mouth Disease regulations led to 


a very serious situation on the borders of Westmorland 
and Cumberland on February 8th. Westmorland drovers 
taking cattle to the market at Penrith were surprised to 
find that the police were guarding all the roads on the 
county boundary, and without being allowed to cross 
the border all Westmorland dairy cattle were turned 
back. Rumours at once gained currency that disease 
had broken out. Fortunately this was not the case, and 
what had happened had its origin in connectiou with the 
new local regulations with regard to the admission of 
cattle into Cumberland, it being stated that Westmorland 
had not come into line with the regulations of the nor- 
thern county. 


Ledbury Foot-and-Mouth Charge Fails. 


At the Ledbury Police Court, on February 9th, charges 
arising out of the recent outbreak of Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease, were brought against Ernest John Davies, farmer, 
of Fair Tree, Ledbury ; Thomas Edward Davies, farmer, 
Pixley Court; and Hubert William Laight, bailiff, of 
Pixley Court, when failure to notify was alleged. 

The inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture spoke to 
finding indications of foot-and-mouth disease. He made 
a report to the Ministry of Agriculture, who ordered the 
four affected animals to be slaughtered. Their condition 
was such that a farmer of any reasonable experience 
would see that there was something the matter with the 
animal Altogether three cows, six bullocks, and a 
couple of pigs were affected. ° 

In cross-examination, witness said he did not think 
defendant knew that the animals were suffering from 
foot-and-mouth disease on December l4th, but witness 
thought that defendant must have known there was 
something the matter with the animals. 

Witness was aware that defendant’s children had milk 
from those cows which were said to be affected. 

Mr. J. L. Frood, another veterinary surgeon for the 
Ministry of Agriculture, admitted that defendant gave 
them all the information that was wanted. Witness 
agreed that it was difficult to diagnose such a disease 
unless the animal was handled and mouth examined. 

Mr. Walker, veterinary surgeon, of Ledbury, said he 
went to see the cattle. Defendant told him that he had 
the animals from Hereford, and should send them back. 
Witness could not remember anything being said about 
foot-and-mouth disease. He said there was no contagion 
about the animals. One showed a little discharge from 
the nose, which witness said might be influenza. Witness 
had not the slightest reason to believe at that time that 
the caitle were suffering from foot-and-mouth disease. 

The Bench dismissed the case. 


A Horseshoe Problem. 


The scientific surfacing of roads which is proceeding 
apace throughout the British Isles, as well as in continental 
countries, has produced a new problem the problem of 
the modern horsehoe. — It has been realised for more than 
a twelvemonth that horses and other beasts of burden 
are severely handicapped under the new conditions. The 
roads on which they have to work are something new ; 
they are hard surfaced and slippery, while the old horseshoe 
remains as it was when vehicular traffic plunged through 
soft earthen roads. 

Realising the. changed conditions. the Ministry of 
Transport in December, 1919, suggested the constitution 
of a Slippery Road Surfaces Committee which would be 
given a free hand to investigate the problem. Fourteen 
meetings of the committee have been held since that date, 
the last being on December 2nd, 1920. The committee 


early in its existence thought it desirable to co-opt 
representatives of the following societies: National 


Farmers’ Union, National Pony Association, Worshipful 
Company of Farriers, Royal Agricultural Society, London 
Lighter and Haulage Contractors’ Association, Equine 
Defence League, Shire Horses Society, and the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 
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Shoeing Experiments. 

These bodies were invited to send representatives to 
confer with the sub-committee in London, and two con- 
ferences were held, the information obtained at them being 
extremely useful, particularly in connection with the 
proposed experiments in modern shoeing. In the first 
instance it was decided that shoeing experiments should 
be carried out in the following counties: Cheshire, 
(Gloucestershire, Kent, Monmouthshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Northamptonshire, Somerset, Worcestershire, and the 
North Riding of Yorkshire. 

The representatives of the Farmers’ Union undertook 
to find sufficient members in each county for this purpose, 
but unfortunately a number of the counties failed to do so, 
and the County Surveyor for Worcestersinire (Mr. C. F. 
Cettings) who had undertaken to deal with this special 
branch of experimental work, thereupon invited a number 
of county surveyors to ec-operate with him, with the 
result that arrangements have also been made for experi- 
ments to be carried out in Shropshire, Staffordshire, 
Flintshire, Sussex, Cumberland, Oxfordshire and the 
Kast Riding. 

Lack of Interest. 


Despite the importance of the suggested experiments 
in shoeing, there appears to be a lack of interest in the 
subject by horse owners, although it is certain there will 
be no lack of interest when haulage animals suffer more 
than usual from slippery roads. It also appears to be 
the fact that the members of the iarmers’ Union have not 
been as keenly interested in the subject as was anticipated 
bw theie representatives at the conferences. 

However, a large number of horses have now been fitted 
with special devices instead of the old-time shoe, or in 
midition to it, and although the experiments are not yet 
completed, excellent results are reported from Gloucester- 
shire and Worcestershire. It is hoped that a more 
definite description of the experimental work carried out 
by the committee will be available shortly. On the 
engineering side of road construction, trial sections have 
been completed in Worcestershire and experiments are 
in progress. It is hoped thet serviceable information 
will he obtained from these. - Yorkshire Observer, January 
19th. 


New Instrument: THe TYMPAN. 
Nuesch’s limproved Metal Probang. 


Probangs are often ineffective in the relief of bovine 
tympany on account of the fact that the end of the instru- 
ment passes directly into the mass of ingesta in the rumen 
instead of into the space above occupied by the gas causing 
the distension. Nuesch’s improved probang overcomes 
this defect, as the aluminium end is hinged one way so 
that on impact with the ingesta it spontaneously takes 
an upward direction, and thus “taps” the gas cavity if, 
inserted the proper way up. This is ensured by a mark 
(a hole) in the opposite end of the instrument. This 
reverse end is also cupped, so that the probang may be 
used in cases of choking if desirable. 

The instrument is ail metal and very flexible, and 
should be a welcome addition to the country practitioner's 
equipment. 

ABERDEEN Retires. Mr. William Mar- 
shall, M.R.C.V.S., has resigned his position as veterinary 
inspector for the city of Aberdeen. Mr. Marshall is a 
brother of Mr. Matthew Marshall, one of the Shorthorn 


magnates. 


Pricks AND TRADE Statistics. The Board of Trade 
Returns for January show, as was expected, a heavy 
decrease in the value of imports as compared with the 
preceding month, the actual figures being £25,734,462. 
This is, however, it is only fair to add, in some measure 
due to the fall in prices. Exports are down about four 
million pounds, which is better than many anticipated. 
A remarkable feature of the import figures for beef, mutton 


and lamb is the great increase in arrivals as compared, 
not only with the same month last year, but with those 
of January, 1913. 


THe Suire Snow. The feature of the 42nd Annual 
Show of the Shire Horse Society, held at the Royal 
Agricultural Hall. from February 15th, was the high 
class of most of the exhibits, though some were outstanding 
horses. The animals totalled 589, against 521 last year. 
Yearling colts formed a fine section, and the two-year- 
old entrants numbered 71, with Sir Bernard Greenwell’s 
well-known Marden Premier as the winner. Mr. R. L. 
Mond’s Sundridge Nulli Secundus, last year’s winning 
two-year-old, succeeded this year also, and the four- 
year-olds were headed by His Majesty’s Field Marshal, 
who won in his class, took the Junior Cup and the Champion 
Cup in London last year. He repeated this performance, 
with the substitution of the Senior Cup, this year. 
Amongst the mares, champion and senior cups fell to 
Marden Evelyn II. of the Pendley Stock Farm. 

The King and Queen, accompanied by Princess Mary, 
visited the Show on February l6th. After the champion- 
ship awards had been made, the King entered the ring, 
and received from the president the 100 guinea gold cup 
won for him by the four-year-old stallion Field Marshal 
oth. He then presented the other cups and medals to 
the successful exhibitors. 


STATISTICAL JUDGING. A new standard tor the judging 
of dairy cows and heifers, based on authenticated milk 
yields, was tried for the first time at Ayr last week, when 
a special show was organised by the Breed Society for 
Ayrshire cattle. ‘This new departure will be watched 
with great interest by all breeders of dairy stock. 


An insurance Case to Settle. 
The Superintendent, 
Western Atlantic Railroad, 
Atlanta. 

Dear Sir,-On the 16th January last, yore trane was 
going to Atlanta, ran into my bull at 30 mile post. You 
orter to see him. Yore busted trane took a patch off the 
hide of the bull between his naville and his poker at least 
a foot long, and took most of his bag off, and he lost his 
lumps. Unless he can perform mirracals I dont believe 
he will be any good as a bull. — L wish you would tell yore 
President he is dead as he is as good as dead ever since 
he was hit where he was by youre trane.- Yours respect- 
tully, W. T. Harris. 

I’.S..- Be shoor and report him as dead as he has nothing 
left but his poker. He was a red bull but he stands 
around these days looking dam blue. 


International Veterinary Congress at Kovno. 

In view of the increasing spread of disease amongst 
horses and cattle in the Baltic States, and particularly in 
Lithuania, the Lithuanian Government has decided to call 
an International Veterinary Congress, to be opened by the 
Prime Minister in the Town Hall at Kovno on February 
22nd next, when the Minister for Agriculture will address 
the delegates. 

The agenda for the Congress includes : 

Report by Professor Gogel on the increasing spread of 
disease amongst horses and cattle from Eastern and 
Western Europe. 

Reports by representatives from the various countries, 
taken in alphabetical order, on the spread of the epidemic 
and on the question of the measures to be taken. 

Report by the veterinary surgeon, M. Geno, on the 
fight against cattle disease in the Caucasus. 

Discussion on a draft scheme of Professor Gogel’s for 
combating the epidemic and on the various resolutions 
submitted. 

The Congress will close on the following day, February 
23rd. 

English veterinary experfs have been invited, and are 
expected to attend the Congress, says Reuter._- The Star, 
‘ebruary 16th. 
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Swine Fever or Erysipelas. 
Lenient Course by the Bristol Magistrates. 

At the Bristol Police Court vesterday, Charles H. May, 
Ivy Cottage, Stoke Lane, Westbury-on-Trym, was 
summoned that, during the month of November, he failed 
to notify the police that he had in his possession pigs 
affected with swine fever. 

Mr. J. Green, of the Town Clerk’s Department, said the 
proceedings were laid under the Swine Fever Order, which 
required persons who possessed pigs affected with or 
suspected of suffering from swine fever to notify the police. 
The police in turn communicated with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and an investigation was at once made. 


The defendant lived at Stoke Lane, Westbury-on-Trym; 


and there carried on the business of rearing pigs. It 
appeared that on July 5 defendant notified the police 
that he had a pig which was ill. The matter was at once 
investigated, and it was found that he had one pig which 
was suffering from swine erysipelas. The other pigs 
were quite healthy, and in two or three days the restriction 
on the place was withdrawn on July 8th. On or about 
September 30th Mr. May purchased 32 pigs from four 
or five different sources. On November 10th he sold two 
of the pigs to Mr. Burgess, Stoke Bishop, and shortly 
afterwards those pigs fell ill and one died. Mr. Burgess 
communicated with the police ; the matter was investi- 
gated, and it was found they were suffering from swine 
fever, the symptoms of which were entirely different from 
swine erysipelas. As a result of that investigation, the 
Board of Agriculture inspector ascertained that the pigs 
had come from Mr. May’s. Mr. Brand, the Government 
inspector, at once went to Mr. May’s place, and there he 
found that Mr. May’s remaining 30 pigs had all died or 
been knocked in the head, and all had been buried without 
any notitication, The inspector at once had 11 carcases 
dug up, and found well-marked lesions of swine fever in 
ten of them. There was no doubt that the whole of them, 
or the majority, had died from swine fever. The various 
sources from which the pigs were obtained were at once 
visited, but no traces of swine fever were found there, so 
that the disease was practically confined to Mr. May’s 
premises. It if had not been for the information given 
by Mr. Burgess, it would never have been known that 
swine fever had ever existed at Mr. May’s premises. 

James Brand, (veterinary) inspector of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, stated that when he visited the defendant’s 
pigs he was informed that no pigs remained alive, but that 
pigs had been dying for some time or had got into such a 
weak state through illness that Mr. May knocked them on 
the head. Most of them had been buried by a boy who 
worked on the holding. Afterwards the boy dug up the 
earcases of 11 pigs. Witness made a post-mortem on 
the carcases, and found 10 of the pigs affected with old 
standing swine fever. His _purchases included 12 stores 
from Brentry Home, Brentry ; 15 stores from Stoke Lane, 
Westbury-on-Trym ; one boar and four gilts from Sandy 
Farm, Ruslington, Bedford. They were pigs about I4 
weeks old. 

By Mr. Harris: Swine erysipelas was not notifiable. 
It was very easy to differentiate between that and swine 
fever. 

Mr. Harris said his case was that the animals died from 
swine erysipelas ; they presented exactly the same symp- 
toms ; and defendant thought it was the same thing. 
That was why it was not notified. 

Defendant was sworn, and stated that when he had a 
pig taken ill on July 4th he sent for a‘ vet.”’ who did not 
arrive. He then notified the police, and Mr. Cade arrived 
on July 5th and examined the pig which was then dead. 
Witness was told that if he lost any more pigs he should 
dig holes and cover them with lime, Later eight pigs 
died, and the symptoms appeared to be exactly the same 
as the first. It was his opinion that whatever disease 
the first pig died of the rest of the pigs also died from. 
There were three dead pigs on the premises when the 
inspector visited in July. Mr. Burgess told him in 
November that his pig had died from a chill on the liver, 
in about three hours, Witness had had ten years’ 


experience of pigs. When Burgess bought the pigs they 
appeared to be healthy, but one died on the following day. 

Miss Annie May said she saw the inspector in July. 
There were then three dead pigs altogether. Witness 
did not know whether the inspeetor saw two of them or 
not. When the inspector said they should be buried and 
covered with lime, nothing was said about notifying the 

olice. She now understood that the inspector had 
instructed a boy on the premises to tell Mr. May to notify 
the police of any future cases ; but the boy admitted that 
he failed to deliver the message. 

Mr. Harris submitted that the first disease must have 
been really swine fever, and defendant reasonably thought 
the complaint in the second case was the same thing as in 
the first, which had then been certified to be swine 
erysipelas. 

The chairman said they had considered the case very 
carefully. They did not think defendant had wilfully 
refrained from notifying the police, but still an offence 
had been committed. The law was very clear. Defen- 
dant had no right to trust his own judgment. He would 
be fined 20s., which was very light in view of the exceptional 
circumstances, 

An application for the veterinary surgeon’s expenses 
was disallowed. Western Daily Press, January 18th. 


Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute at Folkestone, 
June 20th to 25th, 1921. 


President, the Right Hon. The Earl of Radnor. 

The following intimation has been circulated to Local 
Authorities and other bodies by the Secretary of the 
Congress : - 

Sir,--The Royal Sanitary Institute have aecepted an 
invitation from the Mayor and Corporation of Folkestone 
to hold their thirty-second Congress and Exhibition in 
that town from June 20th to 25th, 1921. 

The work of the Congress in the advancement of sanitary 
knowledge is closely related to the progress of important 
centres of population. and the various meetings afford an 
opportunity for the representatives of Sanitary Authorities 
to discuss the many problems arising in Municipal and 
Public Health administration. | The Exhibition held in 
connection with the Congress enables them also to see and 
compare recent sanitary appliances, and to note those 
approved by a Committee of Experts. 

The sanitary administration and practice of the centre 
in which the Congress is held, and the various municipal 
undertakings, are also brought under notice of those 
attending the meeting. 

The Institute trust that your Council will appoint 
delegates to the Congress; and if you will forward to me 
on the enclosed form the names of the delegates so 
appointed, full information ‘respecting the meeting will 
be sent to them. 

The subscription for copy of Proceedings and_ ticket 
for the Congress is £1 11s. 6d. for each delegate appointed ; 
this payment includes all the privileges of the Congress. 
*Delegates will also be supplied at the meeting with copies 
of printed papers to be read in the Sections and Conferences. 
This arrangement has been found most advantageous in 
securing a practical and useful discussion. | am, Sir, 
yours faithfully. 
G. Wuire Seeretary. 
The Royal Sanitary Institute, 

90 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, 1, 
December 31st, 1920. 

*The Ministry of Health have intimated :— ‘ That the 
Ministry will be prepared to entertain applications from 
Local Sanitary Authorities, whose accounts are subject 
to Government audit. for sanction to the payment of 
reasonable expenses (including the entrance fees) of 
delegates attending the proposed Congress. It is con- 
sidered that the number of delegates sent by each Sanitary 
Authority should not exceed two, and that one of them 
should, as a rule, be the Medical Officer of Health.”’ 

The arrangements for the meeting will inelude :— 


| 
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(General addresses and lectures, President’s inaugural 
address, popular lecture. 

Sectional meetings for the reading and discussion of 
papers relating to:—--(a) Sanitary Science and Preventive 
Medicine ; (6) Engineering and Architecture ; (ec) 
Hygiene of Maternity and Child Welfare; (d) Versonal 
and Domestic Hygiene; (e) Industrial Hygiene. 

Conferences.— (i) Representatives of Sanitary Authori- 
ties; (ii) Medical Officers of Health; (iii) Engineers and 
Surveyors; (iv) Veterinary Inspectors; (v) Sanitary 
Inspectors; (vi) Health Visitors; (vii) Rat Officers. 

It is proposed to arrange in connection with the meeting 
a Health Exhibition, illustrating Municipal Sanitation and 
Domestic Health and Comfort. 

Visite are arranged during the Congress to places of 
Sanitary interest. 

These various meetings give delegates the opportunity 
of meeting the leading Sanitarians from various parts of 
the country, of discussing the most recent advances in 
Sanitary Science and Preventive Measures, of seeing recent 
Sanitary Appliances collected together, and noting which 
are approved after examination by a Committee of Experts ; 
also of seeing, under competent guidance, the senitary 
administration and practice of the centre (and surrounding 
districts) in which the Congress is held. 

Eraut Hours ror Horses.—The Legislative Council 
of Perth recently debated and adjourned the second reading 
of the Cruelty to Animals Bill, which, among other pro- 
visions, makes it an offence to work any horse more than 
forty-eight hours in one week.—The Register, Adelaide, 
October 6th, 1920. 


Fate or Ex-Army Horses.—** The trade in worn-out 
horses has been revived. The National Equine Defence 
League is shortly going to publish an account of how ex- 
Army horses are being sold for slaughter in France and 
Belgium. According to law no animal unfit to work may 
be sent out of this country ; but, notwithstanding port 
inspection, there are evasions. The league knows of cases 
in which horses sold for £1 or £2 have been sent to the 
Continent.”-—Daily Chronicle, February 8th. 

Sir Dantet anp Researcu.—In The Times of 
January 2nd, Sir Daniel Hall referred to the need for 
research, Stockowners will rejoice that mention was 
made of live stock diseases among the problems that are 
to be dealt with. The reference to veterinary research 
inspires new hopes. There is a wide field here for explora- 
tion. The wastage from the ravages of preventible 
or curable diseases is beyond easy comprehension. The 
estimate of £1,000,000 a year on sheep in Scotland alone 
may be exceptional, but it is symptomatic, and all this, 
apart from what the visitations of foot-and-mouth disease 
and other similar scourges cost us. Immunity from losses 
from disease is one of the first objects to aim at ; but in ou 
researches and Government schemes we have been dispose 
to lose sight of the fundamental importance of this truth, 
and concentrated more on the superticial things of the 
business. The cost of feeding an animal— important in 
ite way—has been treated as if it were of greater signilicance 
than the health or even the life of the animal itself. Stock- 
owners themselves will have to assist in the work of 
research, but they are entitled to insist that the subject 
shall receive due consideration and help from head- 
quarters..-The Times, January 7th. 


Rat Destruction. 
A Deputation to the Ministry of Agriculture. 


On Monday, the 24th January, a deputation from the 
Vermin Repression Society was received at the Ministry 
of Agriculture, by Sir Daniel Hall, F.R.S., the Ministry’s 
Chief Scientific Adviser. Sir. James Crichton Browne, 
who introduced the deputation, referred to the immense 
amount of damage done by the rat-—damage set down in 
the United Kingdom at upwards of forty millions per 
annum, in the United States at thirty-six millions per 
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annum, in France at forty millions per annum and in India 
at no less than two hundred and thirty-eight millions per 
annum. He pointed out, too, that the rat is largely responsi- 
ble for outbreaks of bubonic plague, owing to the fact that 
it is the host of the plague flea, and while he acknowledged 
the valuable stimulus that the Ministry had*given to rat 
destruction through the passing of the Rats and Mice 
(Destruction) Act, he felt that there was more work to be 
done and that the Society he represented was in a favour- 
able position to do it. On this ground he was approaching 
the Ministry for financial assistance. He was supported 
by Mr. Mark Hovell, Col. Andrew Balfour, Sir James 
Cantlie, and others, who emphasised the various ways in 
which rats are inflicting damage on the community at 
large in all parts of the world. 

In his reply to the deputation, Sir Daniel Hall expressed 
his complete agreement with all that the speakers had said 
as to the danger from disease and the heavy financial loss 
resulting from rat infestation. He pointed out that the 
Ministry now possesses a strong and well-handled Rats 
Branch, as well as a small factory for investigation into the 
quality of baits. At the same time he weleomed the co- 
operation of the Vermin Repression Society and admitted 
that, inasmuch as only 60 per cent. of the counties have 
taken action, there are big gaps to be filled, and that it was 
necessary to see that rats did not escape from parts where 
the Act was properly administered into what might be 
described as immune areas. By stimulating local 
authorities and influencing publle opinion, the Vermin 
Repression Society might do valuable work.— Winistry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, February 12th. 

A stimulus to the sale of rat and mice poisons should be 
provided by the warning which has been widely dis- 
seminated in the Press that by the provisions of the Rats 
and Mice (Destruction) Act any person who, without having 
taken reasonable precaution, permits a mouse or rat to 
remain on the premises is technically liable to a penalty. 
Although the Act arms the Ministry of Agriculture with 
penal powers against such offenders as ignore the presence 
of rodents in their dwellings or buildings, it is not likely 
that action will be taken until the head of every household 
may reasonably be expected to be familiar with the Act. 
The public are being advised that advice on methods of 
destruction may be obtained from the local Rat Officer, 
or the Rat Branch of the Ministry of Agriculture, and also 
that cats and traps are no longer regarded as effective 
weapons, the essentials for success being the death-dealing 
poisons recommended by the Ministry. Pharmaceutical 
Journal, February 12th. 


At a meeting of the Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Agricultural Discussion Society, held in the Religious 
Institution Rooms, Glasgow, on February 9th, Professor 
John R. M’Call, M.R.C.V.S., of the Glasgow Veterinary 
College, gave an address on “‘ Unsoundness in Horses.”” Mr. 
Robert Wilson, West Hurlet, Nitshill, presided. 

Professor M’Call, at the outset, traced the influence of 
environment on the causation of disease. He mentioned 
that in Glasgow about thirty years ago respiratory troubles 
such as pneumonia and glanders were of very frequent 
occurrence and caused much loss to horse owners. Within 
recent years a great improvement had been brought about 
in the sanitary conditions of stables, mainly owing to the 
compulsory registration of stables, and as a result of this 
the disease known as glanders was now almost unknown. 

Many diseased conditions of the horse were brought on 
by improper methods of feeding and gastric and intestinal 
troubles such as colic, inflammation of the bowels, were in 
the past of very frequent occurrence, and caused a high 
mortality amongst horses. It was a matter of common 
knowledge that horse owners as a whole were much more 
particular nowadays about the food they gave to -their 
animals, because their knowledge of dietetics and methods 
of feeding had been much improved. As a consequence 
the death-rate from such troubles had been greatly 
reduced, 
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He also pointed out that the nature of the work on which 
the horse was engaged exerted a powerful influence in 
bringing on diseased conditions. He instanced the case 
of the city horse, accustomed to working on the hard paved 
streets, falling so often a victim to ringbone, sidebones and 
foot affections in general. In the case of the pit pony, 
accustomed to work in the dark, it frequently suffered from 
eye troubles such as ophthalmia and cataract. The polo 
ponies had a great strain imposed on their hocks, and, 
therefore, hock troubles such as curbs and spavins often 
develop. Lastly, the racehorse, owing to over exertion, 
tended to suffer from respiratory troubles. Factors, such 
as the general conformation of the horse and the relative 
development of the bony skeleton and the muscular system, 
—— also predispose to disease affecting the foot and the 
limbs. 

There was no doubt that at the present day horses as a 
whole were freer from disease than ever in the past. To 
what extent this was due to the introduction of the 
Government scheme, which provides for the examination 
and registration of sound staliions, was a matter for 
conjecture. There was every indication that this scheme, 
however, had more than justified the hopes of its promoters. 
The lecturer then briefly dealt with the diseases of the 
respiratory and locomotor systems, and demonstrated on 
actual specimens of each particular disease. In conelusion, 
the lecturer referred to the importance of paying as much 
attention to the soundness of the mare as was at present 
done to the stallion. From a study of the principles of 
breeding unsoundness in the offspring could be shown to 
be traceable as often to the female as to the male parent. 
It therefore, followed that, if the fullest benefit were to be 
obtained from the Horse Breeding Act, some steps would 
have to be taken to eradicate the unsound brood mares 
from the studs of the country. 

A discussion followed, in which several prominent horse 
owners and breeders took part.—The Glasgow Herald, 
February 10th. 


An Old-Time Vetérinaire. 


A noted and somewhat remarkable character, Ernest 
Pion, veterinaire, has passed away at Nice. A man of 
wide and varied knowledge and “‘ a fellow of infinite jest.” 
A witty reconteur, albeit the wit was somewhat Rabelaisian, 
he was always a welcome guest at any learned or convivial 
gathering. 

Of Les Beaux Arts he was no mean follower. As a 
painter and poet he has made himself a niche. His early 
studies at the Lycée de Versailles which a bursary enabled 
him to enter, had implanted in him a fervent and ineradic- 
able desire to emulate the national poets. 

In 1870, on leaving Alfort, entered as bachelier es 
lettres, he was plunged into that awful inferno, the Siege 
of Paris. Here “ he did his bit,” and evolved his first 
volume of poetry, “‘ Au Fond de la Cartouchiere.”” Some 
years later another book of poerns, ‘“‘ Dans mon Vergers,”’ 
established his reputation more surely. A sturdy figure, 
leonine head, shaggy eyebrows, and capuchin beard fitted 
his Bohemian character. a 

After attempting country practice—a somewhat difficult 
task when France had so recently been despoiled—he 
returned to his loved Paris as inspector at ‘‘ Les Halles.” 
From his “ pied a terre ” in the Latin quarter, exploration 
of Paris and particularly old Paris was easy. Nothing of 
interest escaped him and everything was of interest. The 
very stones of Paris cried out to him. Then the Louvre. 
Here he was more than a guide. By no means a poor 
artist, he was a better critic. 

Many years ago I accompanied M. Pion to the Louvre, 
and saw the recently acquired tiara of Sartaphernes. 
This is composed of pure gold bands on which were closely 
worked animals and other tigures in-relief. A beautiful 
example of the Assyrian goldsmith’s art. Some time after 
this M. Pion was struck by the incongruity of merino sheep 
in Assyria at this period (about 600 B.C.). He drew the 
attention of the Louvre authorities to this. Further 
examination and enquiries were made, which finally led 
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to the unearthing of the clever rascals who had, by the 
help of an able Russian goldsmith, been enabled to build 
up this tiara from a few genuine fragments. On receiving 
the thanks of the Louvre, M. Pion always afterwards 
jokingly described himself as “‘ veterinaire au Louvre.” 

His interests were as varied as his friends, among whom 
he counted M. Nocard and Guy de Maupassant. Shortly 
before the war Ernest Pion retired on his pension to Nice. 
There, amidst beautiful surroundings, he was able to 
indulge his ruling passion. Not for long. The outbreak 
of war saw him again in harness, and, although approaching 
seventy years of age, he dtd his best for his absent 
colleagues. 

Always optimistic, he lived to see his beloved France 
victorious. Only few weeks since *La Semnine 
Veterinaire had a leading article by Pion in his turbulent, 
characteristic style. 

W. F. W.. 


Poems of Peter Puck. 
The Patient Pet. 


(Pet dogs at a Kennel Club Show lay down on silken 
cushions, and were sprayed with scent by their fond 
mistresses.) 

He never dines with poreupines 
Or walks with lean girattes, 

He shuns the smiles of crocodiles, 
And loathes the languid laughs 

Of dragons drowsing in the sun 

Or wakeful wombats on the run. 


For him life booms. One thought consumes 
His frame from crust to clogs ; 

All day he’ll con and dote upon 
Ladies with little dogs. 

He never wants to wander from 

Miss Goldbags and her wheezy Pom. 


The coarser mind may pleasure find 
In hog, and bear, and snake ; 
He wholly sets his heart on pets 
That over-eat and ache. 
And thus he is, as you may guess, 
A wealthy M.R.C.V.S. ° 


Learn, then, this lesson: "Tis the pet 
That fills the purse of Mr. Vet. 


—The Children’s Newspaper, February 12th. 


Dangers of Paint and White Lead. 


Many farm animals in the course of a year die, and the 
cause of death remains in the majority of cases obscure. 
All stock owners do not appgar to be aware that paint 
containing either lead or zinc may cause the death of 
animals which may be attracted by the smell of linseed 
oil. A workman, during the dinner-hour, left a pot of 
paint on the floor, a cow licked up an unknown quantity, 
and it died in three hours. 

In another case a farmer bought two .oung heifers, 
drove them home from market on a hot afternoon, and put 
them in a stable where they had access to some hay and a 
supply of water from a self-filling trough. Next morning 
they were dead. The farmer suspected the water, and 
asked that it should be analysed. On emptying the trough 
it was found that the leading-in pipe had been leaking, 
and it had been luted with white lead, which was still soft 
and came away on the fingers. The symptoms exhibited 
by the heifers were quite consistent with white lead 
poisoning. —The Aberdeen Journal, December 30th, 


Tuberculosis Eradication Conference. 


The second zone conference on tuberculosis was held 
in the Leonard Pearson Hall, at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, on October 11 th-13th, 1920, and was composed of 
representative breeders, State and Federal employees 
engaged in co-operative tuberculosis eradication work 
in the States of New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Penn- 
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sylvania, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, North 
Carolina, and the Distriet of Columbia. 

In the opening address, the chairman, Dr. John R. 
Mohler, Chief, pointed out the peculiar fitness of calling 
such a gathering together in the Leonard Pearson Hall 
and the splendid work done by that indefatigable leader 
in outlining plans for the future campaign in the exter- 
mination of the disease from the country. He laid 
emphasis upon the fact that this work is succeeding 
because it is being conducted on a co-operative basis, 
the livestock owners forming the foundation upon which 
the co-operative structure is built. It was manifest 
throughout the conference that the livestock owners 
feel the responsibility that they have assumed in the 
conduct of the tuberculosis eradication campaign, and it 
is their purpose to fulfil every obligation they owe to the 
great industry they represent. The spirit of co-operation 
shown by the State representatives in their various dis- 
cussions made it evident that all the forces at work in 
this campaign are putting forth every effort to make it 
a success and are relegating personal differences of opinion 
that are considered irrelevant to the great work in hand.-—- 
Jl. Amer. Vet. Med. Assoc. 


Declining Commercial Live Stock Statistics. 


The full figures now available for the United Kingdom 
indicate that the decline in the numbers of dairy and 
breeding cattle is practically confined to England and 
Wales, any variation in Scotland or Ireland being negligible. 
The changes in the cattle industry of the United Kingdom 
during the war, and since, is shown in the following table :— 


Dairy Other Total 
Cattle. Cattle. Cattle. 
Year. In Thousands. 

wld... 4.577 7.568 12,145 
116... 4,482... 7,931 «= 
4,499 7.847 .. 12,346 
... 4,587 ... 7.687 12,274 
1919... ... 7,883 12,454 
1920 4.368 7.364 11,732 


It will be seen that, so far as the United Kingdom is 
concerped, we had, in 1920, 413,000 fewer cattle than in 
1914, and 722,000 fewer than in 1919. Of cows and 
heifers, in milk or in calf (our dairy and breeding stocks), 
we had last year 209,000 fewer than in 1914, and 203,000 
fewer than in 1919. So far as these latter are concerned, 
as we indicated above, the change is mainly brought 
about by the drop of 200,000 head in England and Wales, 
the variation in the other countries being negligible. All 
countries had, however, in the aggregate fewer cattle 
in 1920 than in 1919, while the decline compared with 
1914 isimportant. In Scotland the total decline was only 
64,000 or about 5 per cent. In Lreland the total number 
was only 10,000 less, Irish farmers having practically 
maintained their live stock at the 1919 level. 4 

So far as sheep and pigs are concerned, the figures 
for the seven years since 1914, for the United Kingdom, 
are as follows : 


Sheep. Pigs. 
Year. In Thousands. 
Olt... ... 27,886 3.940 
15... ... 28,198 3.784 
WI8 ... ... 26,981 2,799 
19... ... 25,048 2.914 


1920 ... 23,332 oe 3,103 

Sheep are by far the most serious feature of the above 
figures. We had, in 1920, 4,554,000 fewer sheep than in 
1914, and 1,716,000 fewer than in 1919. The decline in 
England and Wales, as compared with 1919, was 1,742,000, 
while the number in Scotland was reduced by 49,000. 
In Ireland there was an increase of no less than 76,000. 
Pigs are fewer by 837,000 than in 1914, but between 1919 
and 1920 there was an increase of 189,000. This latter 
increase was entirely in England and Wales, where there 
was an increase of 195,000. Scotland showed a loss of 
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9,000, or about 7 per cent., compared with an increase 
of 11 per cent. in England and Wales.. In Ireland the 
numbers were practically stationary 980,000 in 1920, 
against 978,000 in 1919. — Live Stock Journal, January 29th. 


What can a cow do in the way of milk production ? 
Apparently the limit is not yet reached, but assuredly 
that cow will be a wonder that can beat the record of 
Segis Pietertje Prospect with 37,384 lb. milk in one year. 

That poultry-keeping now forms an important branch 
of food production in the United Kingdom is clearly 
demonstrated by the facts and figures set forth in the 
annual survey of the industry which Mr. Edward Brown 
has just issued. It is, for instance, interesting and 
significant to note that whereas in 1920 the total value 
of the wheat crop in the United Kingdom was £28,750,000, 
the value of the poultry crop (apart from trade in live birds) 
was about £55,000,000.- Agricultural Gazette, January 
29th. 


The serious damage to food and property, as well as 
the danger to health, resulting from the depredations of 
rats was emphasised at a meeting of the Vermin 
Suppression Society by the honorary secretary, Lieut. 
Alfred E. Moore. He pointed out that, during the past 
twelve months, it was estimated that over £55,000,000 


worth of food had been destroyed by rats in England and 
Wales. Agricultural Gazette, January 29th. 


Testing for Tuberculosis, U.S.A. 


Since the beginning of the work about three years ago 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture has removed 74 herds 
of cattle from the list accredited as being free from tuber- 
culosis. The presence of one or more reactors was the 
cause for removal. The number of herds taken off the 
list is small compared with the total number of accredited 
herds, which now exceeds 4,000. In most cases where 
reactors were found among cattle which had passed the 
requisite number of official tests, reinfection was traced 
to carelessness. Either the accredited animals had been 
permitted to run in pastures with infected cattle or else 
animals of doubtful health had been brought on the 
premises and stabled with the others. Where only one 
reactor is found in an accredited herd it is possible for 
that herd to get back on the list again within six months 
if a retest at that time shows the herd to be clean. When 
several reactors are found it takes from a year to a year 
and a half for the herd to again become accredited. In 
all cases reactors must have been removed. 

ANTHRAX IN PERTHSHIRE.—-At a meeting of the Exec- 
utive Committee of the County of Perth, Mr. William 
Henderson, of Lawton, presiding, it was reported that five 
animals had died of anthrax within a month at Wallacetown 
Farm, Bridge of Earn. Seven cattle had died in Feb- 
ruary, 1920, and apparently jthe stringent regulations 
had not been adhered to.— N.B. 4., February 10th. 

The Shire Horse Society, which now numbers 6,300 
members, has compiled and published forty-one volumes 
of the Shire Horse Stud Book, containing the pedigrees 
of 37,062 stallions and 100,961 mares ; has held forty-one 
annual shows, at which prizes representing a value of 
£55,400 have been given, and in the last twenty-eight years 
has given at the principal country shows at home and 
abroad 916 gold medals, each of the value of £10, whilst 
since 1895, when the scheme of giving silver medals at the 
smaller country shows was instituted, 4,239 silver medals 
have been awarded.-—-Live Stock Journal, February 10th. 


Forp’s Prysrotocy...Mr. Henry Ford, the motor 
magnate, predicts that the day will come when cows 
will be done away"with. The cow, he says, is the crudest 
machinery in the world, adding: ‘It is a simple matter 
to take the same cereals that cows eat and to make them 
into milk which is superior to the natural article, not 


subject to tuberculosis, and much cleaner.” 
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Draft Regulations under The Dangerous Drugs Act. 
CONCESSIONS OBTAINED BY THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 

The following letter has been received by the Secretary 
of the N.V.M.A. from the Home Office as the result of 
representations made on behalf of the Council of the 
Association :— Home OFfricer, 

WHITERALL, 
18th February, 1921. 

Sir,—With reference to your letter ef the 14th instant, 
I am directed by the Secretary of State to send for the 
information of your Association, a copy of the Draft 
Regulations under the Dangerous Drugs Act, from which 
it will be seen that registered veterinary surgeons will be 
authorised to obtain and be in possession of the drugs 
to which the Act relates, and to say that, after consul- 
tation with Ministry of Agriculture, he has decided to 
provide also that registered veterinary surgeons may give 
prescriptions for the use of the drugs for the treatment 
of animals.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
The General Secretary, MALCOLM DELEVINGNE. 

National Veterinary Medical Association, 
of Great Britain and Ireland, 
12 Buckingham Palace Road. 


Army Veterinary Service. 
The London Gazette, War Orrice, Fes. 17th, ReGuLtar 
FORCEs. 
Maj. A. N. M. Swanston retires, ret. pay, Feb. 18th. 


SpecIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 

The following Captains relinquish their commands 
(April Ist, 1920), and retain rank of Captain :—-D. Blyth, 
V. Boyle, H. 8. Cockburn, R. R. Dalling, R. Daubney, 
T. A. Dobie, H. C. Driver, J. T. Edwards, R. J. Forrest, 
J. Fox, M.C., M. Glynn, J. D. Haywood, F. F. Horton, 
J. M. Knighton, T. M. Mitchell, E. J. Mulligan, G. A. 
Roberts, 8. C. Rowbotham, F. J. Shearman, H. L. Torrance, 
P. R. Turner, R. Wooff, W. H. Wortley, T. W. W. Wright, 
E. H. Wyly. 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editors should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


The Improvement of our Professional Status. 

Sirs,—Evidence is accumulating as to the imperative 
need of doing something to bring the present position of 
the profession more or less into line with that of other 

ofessions. Professional recognition, however, of this need 

appily constitutes the first essential step on the pathway 
of progress. Thus the final solution of the question of 
improving the general position is held to justify the 
existence and, to fulfil, in due time, the main purpose of the 
N.V.M.A. as now reconstituted. 

This purpose ought to be easily enough accomplished, 
for there are perhaps few members of the profession who do 
not share the belief that the profession can, and ought to 
be, quietly improved. To consummate this end is necess- 
ary, of course, a frank recognition of the causes which al] 
along have so consistently impeded progress. ‘These causes 
are supposed to be related to inimical influences operating, 
not within, but entirely without the profession. A reason- 
able enough inference, at all events, from the fact that, 
notwithstanding the institution of a high standard of 
preliminary examination, and an equally high standard of 
education on its technical and scientific side, the profession 
still occupies a position far to the rear of all other profes- 
sions. Contrary, therefore, to what might have been 
expected, and, doubtless, had been expected, the influence 
for nearly a quarter of a century of a standard of general 
knowledge equal to that of the medical profession has 
not sufficed to redeem this position. 

This is partly the reason, perhaps, why influences outside 
the profession should be supposed to account for the 
present position. The present position has at any rate 
come to be explained in terms of too tardy a recogni- 
tion by the public of our own claims to be regarded as 


one of the learned professions, of our claim to a more 
general acknowledgment of our own estimate of profes- 
sional status, and of our “ scientific capacity and pro- 
fessional attainments.”’ As regards this divergence of 
the public view, let it suffice merely to observe that 
however desirable it may, perhaps, seem to correct the 
public impression, and so bring the traditional view of our 
profession to a somewhat nearer approximation to the 
actual facts, it has to be remembered that such correction 
comes, perhaps better, certainly, in a more enduring form, 
if not too consciously sought. Besides, to take leave 
of the modesty becoming a profession hardly illustrates 
the adaptation of adequate means to ends. But it is 
not necessary that either professional merits or attain- 
ments should be proclaimed by a publicity committee, 
and on so doubtful an expedient it is to be hoped no 
committee of the profession shall ever be found engaged, 
The effort would be unavailing ; for the causes that alone 
account for the existing position are related first and last 
to the profession itself. More than any other single cause; 
more, perhaps, than all other causes together, the baneful 
influence of individualism—every man for himself—has 
impeded the progress of the profession. Thisis, by the way, 
arather striking commentary on our motto. Why, there- 
fore, this motto should be so emblazoned on our stationery, 
it is difficult to say. This much at least is certain, that 
it is only in obedience to the letter and the spirit of our 
motto that the profession can ever hope to move forward 
into alignment with other professions. 

If the profession would attain this position, it must, 
emulate the organisation of other professions, the dis- 
cipline, and something, perhaps, of their idealism as well. 

Yours faithfully, 
Brechin, February 7th, 1921. N.D.P., M.R.C.V.S. 


Our Probiems. 


Sirs,—Recently The Medical Press and Circular had 
an article on ‘The Plight of Veterinary Surgeons,” in 
which our prospects were painted in anything but roseate 
hues. Our President, Dr. BrapLEY, commented, in a 
letter to the Editor, on the subject and asked some very 
pertinent questions thereon. It has always seemed to 
me that we should have an intelligence department in 
connection with our profession to collect and put vital 
facts before us so that we may know the extent of the 
fields we have to cultivate, the amount of the raw material 
that provides us with a living, where it exists, and how 
our forces are and can be distributed to deal with it.—- 
Only by this means can we know how we stand, how to be 
effectively organised, how to correct false impressions, 
and how to avoid excessive optimism, or paralysing 

imism. 

It has always seemed to me that sufficient prominence 
has not been given to the anffual statistics of live stock 
in the country. On the increase of horses and flocks 
and herds the basic foundations of our profession rest. 
What do we find as regards England and Wales for the 
year 1920? Horses have decreased by over 20,000; 
cattle are 645,000 less; sheep are over 1,745,000 less, 
but thank God pigs have increased by 196,000. But 
the state of Ireland does not lead us to think that the pig 
population of the British Isles will have increased. e 
send away over’ £120,000,000 of money every year for 
beef, mutton, pork and bacon—whereis the business sense 
and acumen in it, especially after the experience we all 
went through as regards food during the period of the 
great war ? 

A strong representative body of Britishers ought to be 
formed, whose main object should be the fostering of 
increased animal production, the grasping by ourselves 
of more of the carcase money of the world, the awakening 
of zeal in the rearing and breeding of animals and a proper 
resurrection of all matters pertaining to creature manage- 
ment and welfare. 

We see all sorts of Societies for the protection of trade 
and commerce, but how many are there for the furthering 
of increased production in our own borders of things that 
matter. 
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Apart from this body of Britishers, we as a profession 
should have exact information periodically and promi- 
nently put before us of the real animal position._-Yours 
truly, G. Mayaty. 
Bolton, February 12th, 1921. 


Re Prosecution under Foot and Mouth Order at Stow. 

Sirs,—’The report you extracted from the Cheltenham 
Chronicle is, as so often happens when the lay press reports 
on professional evidence, quite erroneous and misleading. 

In case it should appear that the cattle in question 
were being treated by me, may I say that the first time 
I saw the cattle was on January 8th, when I told the 
defendant his cattle were affected with Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease. Previous to this I had not been on the Farm 
since September 3rd. was not called by the prosecution 
but by the defendant. 

In this outbreak it was rather remarkable that infection 
did not spread in the neighbourhood, although there was 
every opportunity for it to do so. Cows were in a field 
adjoining and only separated from infected cattle by a 
low hedge. 

Cows on the farm walked daily along a frequented road. 
Hounds had run over the farm on the 7th.— Yours faithfully 

Gro. H. JELBART. 
Malvern House, Stow-on-the-Wold, Gloucester. 
February 12th, 1921. 


The Literary Aspect of our Writings. 

Sirs, was delighted to find ‘‘A VereRINARY Sur- 
GEON ”’ reprinted from the Outlook in your last week’s 
issue. I have held the same opinions as the writer of 
that note for many years though 1 have not before ex- 
pressed them in public. Indeed, I was not always certain 
that it was not I myself who was at fault in fecling a 
certain amount of revulsion in reading medical books. 
This feeling might have been due to a certain natural 
re-action resulting from a system of “cramming” for 
examination purposes. 


For about six years I have carried a leaf of the Veterinary 
Record in my writing case, containing a warning against 
the abuse of the words “marked” and ‘“ developed.” 
The article in question was reprinted from the Luncet 
under the heading, ror I was 
disappointed to find that medical and veterinary writers 
took very little notice of it. 

I remember how when I was at college I was much 
pleased with a few flashes from the pen of the late Mr. 
Hunting in his book on horse-shoeing. They ran some- 
thing like this: “ Petty practices worthy of a horse- 
roper”’; ‘‘apparent to all save the blind.” 

Veterinary writers are by no means worse than other 
scientific writers. ‘Their style is merely the result of the 
deadening influence of a materialistic age. We do not 
hope to come across many practitioners with the literary 
ability of Dr. John Brown, “the beloved physician,” of 
Edinburgh. But a little more warmth and a few well- 
chosen flowers of speech would certainly raise the standard 
and dignity of our scientific effusions, and certainly 
lessen the drudgery of the student’s life.—I am, Sirs, 
yours ete., J. Matcotm Armrierp, M.R.C.V.S., 4 South 
Street, London, E.C. 2. 

February 21st, 1921. 


OBITUARY. 


M’Caty.—Suddenly, at Nakuru, on the 5th inst., J. 
Stewart Johnson M’Call, in his 37th year, Director 
of Agricultura, Tanganyika Territory, and late of 
Zomba, Nyasaland, son of the late Principal M’Call, 
of Glasgow, and of Mrs. M’Call, Hamilton Place, 
Moffatt. 


Srepnens, C. H., Churney Road, Girgaum, Bombay, 
India. Graduated London, 17th December, 1896. 
Died 2nd February 1921, aged 47 years. 


Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1914. 


Summary of Returns. 


Foot- Glanders 
Parasitic | Shee 
Rabies. Anthrax. and-Mouth (including wine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy).* Mange. | Scab. 
| 216 5 zb6 26 |6 |44 
GT. BRITAIN. No.| No. | No. | No. | No No No. | No. J No. | No. | No. [| No. | No. 
Week ended 19th February, 1921] .. |... 14 18 ‘ 81 | 125] 26 23 4 
i990 | 7 | 171 6 | 15 | | 1 | 148] 17 | 46 | 9 
Co nding 1919 |... |... | 244] 2977 13 oa 
eek in 1918 et. i | 313) 11 | 17 | 2 
Total for 8 weeks, 1921... a 1 116 141 23 2209 2 4 731 | 1177 | 258 | 195 44 
i920 | 3| ... | 7 | 94 | 34 | 179 | 7 | 14 | 1283 | 2365] 194 | 350 | 123 
Corresponding i919 2] 33 | 47 | 16 | 990 |... | ... 2851] 151 | 155 | 50 
1918 | ... 54 | 63 | 3 | 4 $1279 | 2463} 161 | 113 | 35 
Nort.— The tigures for the current year are approximate -*Excluding outbreaks in Army horses. 
IRELAND. Outbreaks 
Week ended 12th February, 1921 | ss one | 2 | _ wn | 4 8 2 15 
1920... | | | | 4 8 
Corresponding Week in 1919... 2 
2 
Total for 7 weeks, 1921... | 2 41 | 18 72 58 
Correspondin riod in 1919 
ee { 1918 30 93 1 


Nors.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, 12th February, 1921. 


| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


